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AtO  TE. — Every  member  of  the  church  is  desired  to  keep 
the  Clerk  of  the  church  informed  of  his  or  her  place  of 
residence  or  change  of  name  by  marriage,  and  to  give  notice 
of  every  removal,  either  from  one  house  to  another  or  to 
any  other  section  of  the  country.  He  should,  in  like  man- 
ner, be  informed  by  relatives  or  friends,  if  possible,  of  the 
decease,  when  it  occurs,  of  any  member  of  the  church. 
These  deaths  sometimes  take  place  out  of  the  city,  and  un- 
less care  is  taken,  they  will  not  be  properly  registered. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES. 


Cornelius  N.  Bliss,  President  198  Madison  Avenue. 

Caleb  B.  Knevals,  Secretary  122  East  36th  Street. 

Joel  E.  Fisher,  Treasurer  34  West  76th  Street. 

Matthew  C.  D.  Borden  25  West  56th  Street. 

James  H.  Dunham  37  East  36th  Street. 

Irving  R.  Fisher  .67  West  50th  Street. 


COMMITTEE  ON  PEWS,  APPOINTED  BY  THE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES. 

Robert  B.  Fleming  38  Wall  Street. 

Irving  R.  Fisher  146  Duane  Street. 


WM.   R.  FEARN,  Sexton. 


Residence   .599  Ninth  Avenue. 

Office  47  West  34th  Street,  at  the  Church. 


Persons  desiring  pews,  or  one  or  more  sittings,  may  apply  to  either 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Pews  after  any  service,  or  by  mail. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES 

OF  THE 

BROADWAY  TABERNACLE  SOCIETY. 


^T  accordance  with  the  rules  of  the  society,  we  present 
to  you  our  annual  report  : 

We  have  received  from  pew  rentals  $16,364  59 

"  "      loans   20,000  00 

"  "  "      sundry  items   428  50 

Cash  on  hand  Nov.  1st,  1895   10,368  10 


Total  receipts  $47,161  19 


Last  year  our  receipts  from  pew  rentals  were.  .  .  .$20,267  93 
A  falling  off  this  year  of   3,903  34 


We  have  paid  out  for  current  expenses  $36,466  62 

We  paid  out  for  current  expenses  last  year   30,182  03 


An  excess  this  year  of   $6,284  59 


Our  debt  last  year,  less  cash  on  hand  $39,631  90 

Our  debt  Nov.  1st,  1896   59,305  43 


An  increase  of  $19,673  53 


We  desire  to  call  special  attention  to  the  fact  that  this 
increase  in  our  indebtedness  does  not  represent  excess  of 
ordinary  expenses  over  our  receipts.  Several  extraordi- 
nary items  have  contributed  to  produce  this  result, 
namely,  $12,000  paid  to  Dr.  Stimson  on  his  resignation, 
in  addition  to  his  regular  salary  for  the  year  ;  the  rent  of 
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the  house  formerly  occupied   by  him,  which  was  as- 
sumed by  the  society,  and  large  expenditures  upon  the . 
church  in  the  line  of  repairs  and  painting. 

We  estimate  our  expenses  during  the  coming  year  as 


follows  : 

Music    $4,400  00 

Sextons  *   2,100  00 

Pulpit  supplies   3, 000  00 

Sunday-school   500  00 

Gas  and  electric  light.  .  .    .  .     1,000  00 

Coal  and  wood   400  00 

Interest   2,500  00 

Repairs   1,200  00 

Printing  and  advertising   600  00 

Sundries  and  incidentals   1,300  00 

Assistant  pastor   2,000  00 

$19,000  00 

We  estimate  the  receipts  from  pew  rentals   $15,000  00 

Our  property  is  insured  against  loss  by  fire   187,250  00 

Our  Bethany  Church  property  against  loss  by  fire   34, 400  00 


Mr.  Frederick  S.  Boyd,  who  died  in  March  last  at  the 
ripe  age  of  84  years,  served  this  society  faithfully  for 
forty-two  years  as  sexton.  He  had  the  respect  and  con- 
fidence of  the  board  of  trustees,  as  well  as  of  the  whole 
church,  and  we  gladly  make  this  tribute  to  his  integrity 
and  his  fidelity  to  duty. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  on  behalf  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees. 


New  York,  Nov.  iot/1,  i8q6. 


CALEB  B.  KNEVALS, 

Secretary. 


J.  E.  Fisher,  Treasurer, 
In  account  with  the  Broadway  Tabernacle  Society. 

1895.  Dr. 

Nov.  1.    To  Balance  on  hand  $10,368  10 

Pew  rentals   16,364  59 

Light  and  heat   25  00 

Rent,  24  West  33d  Street   400  00 

Sundries   3  50 

Loans    20,000  00 


$47,161  19 
Cr.  == 

By  Dr.  Stimson,  salary   6,000  00 

Dr.  Stimson,  on  his  resignation   12,000  00 

F.  S.  Boyd's  salary.     687  50 

E.  F.  Tripp's  salary   180  00 

E.  E.  Hocking's  salary   416  00 

W.  R.  Wardell's  salary     160  00 

F.  Unger's  salary   40  00 

M.  E.  Corr's  salary   475  00 

W.  R.  Fearn's  salary   583  33 

Henry  Kohr's  salary   180  00 

Choir,  music,  etc   4,412  40 

Tuning  and  care  of  organ   135  00 

Pulpit  supply.  .    1,250  00 

Broadway  Tabernacle  S.  S.  expenses   600  00 

Gas.  .      529  41 

Electric  light   548  50 

Repairs,  Tabernacle   1,964  01 

"      Bethany    197  02 

Flowers,  Easter   60  00 

Gardeners'  care  of  grounds   50  00 

Water  Tax,  Tabernacle   38  00 

"       "    Bethany   18  00 

Coal,  Tabernacle.    210  54 

"     Bethany   166  17 

Interest  on  loans   2,314  17 

Allowance,  rent,  Dr.  Stimson   750  00 

Rent,  24  West  33d  Street   750  00 

Loans  paid    10,000  00 

Printing  and  advertising   567  31 

F.  S.  Boyd's  bill  of  sundries   120  15 

W.  R.  Fearn,  bill  of  sundries   919  69 

Incidentals   144  32 

Balance   694  67 

$47,161  19 

Nov,  2,  i8q6.  To  balance  on  hand    694  67 

Examined  and  found  correct.  John  H.  Washburn,  Auditor. 

New  York,  Nov.  20th,  iSqb. 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  CHURCH. 

Pastor. 


Assistant  Pastor. 
Rev.  Frederick  B.  Richards..  .208  West  34th  Street. 
Deacons. 

William  H.  Thomson   7  West  56th  Street. 

John  H.  Washburn  39  West  47th  Street. 

Henry  C.  Houghton   .7  West  39th  Street. 

Henry  W.  Hubbard  67  West  38th  Street. 

Augustus  Gaylord  117  West  58th  Street. 

Charles  Whittemore  246  West  52c!  Street. 

Lucien  C.  Warner  359  Broadway. 

Charles  L.  Mead  60  East  79th  Street. 

Clerk. 

w     t       w  j  39  West  47th  Street. 

Wm.  Ives  Washburn  \fQ  Broadway> 

Treasurer. 

Nathaniel  C.  Fisher  \  *2™^  45*  Street. 

{  146  Duane  Street. 

Superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School. 
Irving  C.  Gaylord  117  West  58th  Street. 

Members  of  Committee  for  1897. 

Charles  E.  Mitchell.."  The  Beresford,"  81st  St.,  West. 

Edward  W.  Peet  20  West  43d  Street. 

Harris  H.  Hayden  1  Union  Square. 

Amos  H.  Stephens  10  East  33d  Street. 
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THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL. 

Irving  C.  Gaylord,  Stiperintendent  117  West  58th  Street. 

Herbert  G.  Thomson,  Assistant  Supt  7  West  56th  Street. 

Amos  H.  Stephens,  Treasurer  10  East  33d  Street. 

Harry  W.  Ladd,  Secretary  and  Librarian    208  West  34th  Street. 


CHINESE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

Charles  E.  Bruce  456  Lexington  Avenue. 

Henry  W.  Hubbard  67  West  3Sth  Street. 

William  L.  Stowell  28  West  36th  Street. 


BOARD 

Charles  E.  Whittemore,  C 
Lewis  D.  Greene. 
John  C.  Roraback. 
Lewis  S.  Judd,  Jr. 
George  L.  Leonard. 


'F  USHERS. 

irman  6S  East  nth  Street. 

Josiah  D.  Evans. 
Thomas  A.  Fair. 
Amos  H.  Stephens. 
Martin  H.  Early. 


MEN'S  ASSOCIATION. 

Rev.  F.  B.  Richards,  President  208  West  34th  Street. 

Herbert  G.  Thomson,  Vice-President  7  West  57th  Street. 

Irving  C.  Gaylord,  Secretary  117  West  58th  Street. 

William  L.  Stowell,  Treasurer  28  West  36th  Street. 


YOUNG  PEOPLE'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN 
ENDEAVOR. 

George  L.  Leonard,  President  40  East  23d  Street. 

Charles  L.  Thorne,  Vice-President  137  West  15th  Street. 

Miss  Marie  B.  Poole,  Corresponding  Secy  — 165  West  82d  Street. 

Carl  J.  Carlberg.  Recording  Secretary  82  Washington  Place. 

Arthur  B.  Toan,  Treasurer  Fifth  Avenue  Bank. 
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FLOWER  COMMITTEE. 

Miss  Anna  C.  Benedict  Chairman, 

"  The  Dakota,"  Central  Park,  West,  and  72c!  Street. 

Mrs.  Roland  C.  Cook  Treasurer, 

2  West  32d  Street. 


BETHANY  BOARD. 

J.  Howard  Sweetser  39  West  58th  Street. 

Hamilton  S.  Gordon  .48  West  84th  Street. 

Charles  L.  Mead  60  East  79th  Street. 

Silas  H.  Paine    "The  Dakota." 

William  Graff  402  West  37th  Street. 


BETHANY  CHURCH. 

Rev.  Frederick  B.  Richards,  Pastor  208  West  34th  Street. 

Rev.  N.  Miller  Pratt,  Assistant  Pastor . .  .220  West  34th  Street. 


BETHANY  SUNDAY  SCHOOL. 

Silas  H.  Paine,  Superintendent^  The  Dakota,"  72d  St.  &  8th  Ave. 

Harris  H.  Hayden   j  \         1  Union  Square. 

N.  M.  Pratt   \  Assistants  .••■")  2o8  West  34th  Street 

F.  M.  Robinson,  Treasurer  184  Greenwich  Street. 

A.  R.  McLaren,  Librarian. 


SOCIETY  FOR  WOMEN'S  WORK. 

Officers  and  Committees  for  i8qy. 

Mrs.  Hamilton  S.  Gordon,  President  48  West  84th  Street. 

Mrs.  William  H.  Thomson,  Vice-President. .  .7  West  56th  Street. 

Mrs.  Edward  W.  Peet,  Clerk  20  West  43d  Street. 

Miss  Susan  M.  Warren,  Treasurer  150  West  48th  Street. 
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HOME  MISSIONARY  DEPARTMENT. 


Mrs.  Lefferts  Strebeigh,  Chairman  76  East  55th  Street. 

Mrs.  Cephas  Brainerd,  Jr  Vice-Chairman. 

Mrs.  Robert  L.  Maitland  Treasurer. 

Mrs.  William  S.  Seamans  Secretary. 


Purchasing  Cot?imittee. — Miss  B.  C.  Lyall,  Mrs.  J.  K.  Farwell. 

Cutting  Committee. — Mrs.  J.    D.   Blodgett,  Chairman  ;  Mrs.  S. 
H.  Paine,  Miss  J.  L.  Lyall,  Miss  L.  A.  Barrett. 

Distribution  of  Work. — Miss  S.  Paul,   Chairman  ;   Miss  S.  M. 
Warren,  Mrs.  J.  K.  Farwell. 

Packing  and  Valuation  of  Trunks. — Mrs.  C.  N.  Bliss,  Chairman  ; 
Mrs.  I.  R.  Fisher,  Miss  M.  C.  Brown,  Miss  L.  P.  Bliss. 

Receiving  Donations  other  than    Money. — Mrs.  William  Ives 
Washburn. 

FOREIGN  MISSIONARY  DEPARTMENT. 

Mrs.  Charles  E.  Mitchell,  Chairman,  "  The  Beresford,"  81st  St. 

Miss  E.  R.  Fisher  Vice-Chairman. 

Mrs.  Joel  E.  Fisher  Secretary. 

Miss  L.  P.  Bliss   Treasurer. 

Miss  M.  A.  Downey  Secretary  of  Literature. 

Miss  Katherine  Lambert  \  Committee  on  Purchasing  and 

Miss  H.  M.  Blodgett  ,  !        Distribution  of  Work. 


DEPARTMENT   OF  LOCAL  CHARITIES 
AND  INSTITUTIONS. 

Mrs.  Richard  A.  Dorman   Chairman, 

31  West  5  2d  Street. 

Bethany  Helping  Hand. — Mrs.  Hamilton  S.  Gordon, 

48  West  84th  Street. 

Bethany  Seioing  School. — Miss  Inslee  140  West  g2d  Street. 

Bethany  Kindergarten  : 

Mrs.  T.  A.  Fair,  Secretary  120  West  81st  Street. 

Mrs.  J.  Howard  Sweetser,  Treasurer,  39  West  58th  Street. 
Mrs.  George  W.  Kemp  57  West  46th  Street. 


B  r  oadway  Tabernacle  Church.  11 


Institutional  Committee  : 

Home  for  the  Friendless,  Mrs.  H.  C.  Houghton, 

7  West  39th  Street. 
Free  Home  for  Destitute  Girls,  Mrs.  Van  Nest. 
East  Side  Chapel,  Mrs.  R.  P.  Lincoln.  .  .  .22  West  31st  Street. 
Convalescent  Home,  N.  Y.,  i  Mrs.  Horace  Green, 
National  Sabbath  Alliance,    f  Metropolitan  Hotel. 

Loyal  Legion  Temperance  Society,  )  Miss  Spelman, 
Margaret  Strachan  Home,  f  4  West  54th  Street. 

New  York  Exchange  for  Women's  Work,  }  Miss  Lambert, 
Colored  Orphan  Asylum,  )    2  East  37th  Street. 

Salvation  Army  Auxiliary,  Miss  Sloan  7  East  38th  Street. 

College  Settlement,  Miss  Evelyn  M.  Thomson. 
Wetmore  Home,  Miss  Paul. 

New  York  City  Indian  Association,  Mrs.  H.  S.  Gordon. 
Young  Women's  Christian  Association,  Mrs.  R.  A.  Dorman. 

DEPARTMENT   OF  CHURCH  AID. 

Mrs.  Ensign  B.  Pardee,  Chairman  218  West  34th  Street. 

Entertainment  Committee. — Mrs.  W.  H.  Foster,  Chairman, 

326  West  20th  Street. 
Miss  Jeanette  L.  Lyall,  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 

301  West  86th  Street. 
Mrs.  Rufus  P.  Lincoln.        Miss  Elizabeth  Agnew. 
Mrs.  John  S.  Warren.  Miss  Mary  Thomson. 

Mrs.  Chas.  E.  Whittemore.  Miss  Alice  Sweetser. 
Mrs.  Reuben  W.  Ross.  Miss  Edith  Gillies. 

Mrs.  Talmage  S.  Hand.        Miss  Florence  Voorhees. 
Mrs.  Lewis  D.  Greene.        Miss  Bertha  Lyall. 
Mrs.  Roland  C.  Cook.         Miss  Jennie  L.  Foster. 
Mrs.  Joseph  D.  Bryant.       Miss  Florence  Bryant. 
Miss  Grace  Hodson. 

Hospitality  Co77tmittee. — Mrs.  Cephas  Brainerd,  Jr.,  Chairman, 

587  West  End  Avenue. 
Mrs.  William  H.  Thomson.  Mrs.  John  K.  Farwell. 
Mrs.  Hamilton  S.  Gordon.  Miss  Fanny  L.  Benedict. 
Mrs.  John  S.  Warren.         Miss  Jeanette  L.  Lyall. 
Mrs.  Wm.  L.  Stowell.         Mrs.  Edward  W.  Peet. 
Miss  Mary  A.  Downey.       Mrs.  T.  A.  Fair. 
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REGULAR  APPOINTMENTS  FOR  1897. 


SUNDAY. 

Morning  service,  at  ii  a.  m. 
Evening  service,  at  8  p.  m. 

Services  at  Bethany  Church  at  10.30  a.m.  and  7.30  p.  m. 

Sunday-schools,  in  the  chapel,  entrance  on  34th  Street, 
at  9.45  a.m.,  with  additional  primary  class  at  3  p.  m.,  and 
at  the  Bethany  Church  on  10th  Avenue,  between  35th 
and  36th  Streets,  at  2.45  p.  m. 

Adult  Bible-class  in  the  church  office  at  10  a.  m. 

Chinese  Sunday-school  in  the  church  at  2.30  p.  m. 

Young  People's  Society  of  Christian  Endeavor  in  the 
church  parlors  at  7  p.  m. 

TUESDAY. 

The  Church  Committee  meets  regularly  on  the  Tues- 
day evening  before  the  last  Sunday  in  each  month  in 
the  church  office  at  8  p.  m.,  and  at  other  times  at  the 
call  of  the  pastor  or  clerk. 

Society  for  Women's  Work,  in  the  church  parlors  dur- 
ing the  winter,  at  10  a.  m. 

WEDNESDAY. 

Church  meeting  for  prayer  and  conference,  in  the 
chapel,  at  8  p.  M. 
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THURSDAY. 

The  Helping  Hand,  at  Bethany  Church,  at  2.30  p.  m. 

SATURDAY. 

Sewing  school  for  girls,  at  Bethany  Church,  at  10.30 
a.  m.    Suspended  in  summer. 


The  ordinance  of  the  Lord's  Supper  will  be  obserYed 
at  the  close  of  the  morning  service  on  the  first  Sabbaths 
of  February,  April,  June,  October  and  December. 

The  ordinance  of  Baptism  of  Infants  will  be  adminis- 
tered at  the  morning  service  on  the  second  Sabbaths  of 
February,  April,  June,  October  and  December. 

Business  meeting  of  the  church  and  preparatory  lec- 
ture, on  the  Wednesday  evening  preceding  each  com- 
munion, at  8  o'clock. 


Annual  business  meeting  of  the  church,  for  receiving 
reports  and  election  of  officers,  Wednesday  evening  pre- 
ceding the  last  Wednesday  in  January,  at  8  o'clock.  In 
1898,  January  19. 


Annual  business  meeting  of  the  society,  second  Tues- 
day evening  succeeding  the  first  Monday  in  November, 
at  8  o'clock.    In  1897,  November  9. 
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STATED  COLLECTIONS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1897. 


January  j I st. — General  Church  Fund  for  Missionary 
Purposes. 

February  21st.  —  Congregational  Home  Missionary 
Society. 

March  14th. — Congregational  Church  Extension  So- 
ciety of  New  York  and  Brooklyn. 

April  18th. — Bethany  Board. 

May  gth. — Congregational  Sunday-school  and  Pub- 
lishing Society. 

May  joth. — Congregational  Education  Society. 

September  ipt/i. — Seamen. 

October  10th. — American  Board  of  Commissioners  for 
Foreign  Missions. 

November  14th. — American  Missionary  Association. 

December  12th. — Congregational  Church  Building 
Society. 

December  26th. — Hospitals. 

Collections  will  also  be  taken  every  Sunday  evening 
for  the  General  Church  Fund  for  Missionary  Purposes  ; 
and  at  each  communion  season  for  the  Deacon's  Fund, 
with  special  relation  to  the  poor  of  the  church. 
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FIFTY-SIXTH    ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


Committee  of  the  Broadway  Tabernacle 
Church. 


NOTHER  year  with  its  sorrows  and  joys,  its  failures 


and  successes,  its  defeats  and  victories,  and  with  all 
of  those  varied  trials  and  blessings  which  come  to  a 
church  and  its  individual  members,  has  ceased  to  be  a 
living  realty  present  with  us  from  day  to  day,  and  is  to  be 
found  only  in  the  record  written  upon  the  pages  of  books 
seldom  turned,  or  still  more  deeply  upon  the  hearts 
and  minds  of  those  for  whom  many  of  the  events  pos- 
sessed a  special  and  peculiar  interest.  Whatever  this 
period  may  have  been  to  each  of  us,  it  only  remains  now 
to  review  its  history  and  to  endeavor  to  learn  from  its 
experiences  the  lessons  which  they  were  designed  to 
teach. 

Death  has  visited  but  few  of  our  dwellings.* 
During  the  year  intelligence  was  received  of  the  mur- 
der by  the  Turks,  at  Gurun,  Turkey,  of  Dr.  Nahabed 
Abdalian,  who  joined  this  church  May  6th,  1877,  be- 
came a  citizen  of  the  United  States  in  1879,  graduated 
from  Hartford  Theological  Seminary  and  the  University 
Medical  School  of  this  city,  and  was  in  the  peaceful  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  and  laboring  for  the  cause  of  Christ 


*  See  page  78. 
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when  he  was  cut  off  in  the  midst  of  the  bloody  massacre 
of  the  Armenians  by  the  Turks.  The  fact  of  his  mem- 
bership here  and  his  martyrdom  there,  gives  a  more 
intense  and  personal  interest,  if  that  were  needed,  in 
those  burning  questions  upon  the  answer  to  which  may 
depend  the  future  existence  of  the  Ottoman  Empire. 

Then,  too,  we  miss  the  face  of  Mr.  Frederick  S.  Boyd, 
who  was  called  away  on  March  3d.  He  joined  this 
church  by  letter  on  August  28th,  1855,  and  for  forty-two 
years  has  seemed  a  part  of  its  material  existence.  It  was 
largely  due  to  his  judgment  that  the  present  location 
was  selected  when  the  Tabernacle  moved  up-town,  and 
he  felt  an  affection  for  the  building  much  as  if  it  had 
been  a  creation  of  his  own.  He  was  warmly  attached  to 
the  church  and  to  all  of  its  members,  and  the  desire  of 
his  heart  was  granted  in  that  he  was  able  to  remain  at 
his  post  as  sexton  until  the  end  of  life.  At  the  ripe 
age  of  eighty-four  he  passed  to  his  reward,  and  his 
kindly  face,  his  hearty  readiness  to  be  at  the  service 
of  any  requiring  his  assistance,  and  his  devotion  to 
every  interest  of  this  congregation,  will  make  him  long 
remembered,  and  instinctively  we  listen  for  the  welcome 
from  the  Master,  "Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant." 

A  fit  successor  in  office  has  been  found  in  the  person  of 
Mr.  William  R.  Fearn,  who  has  done  much  already  to 
establish  himself  in  the  good  will  of  the  members  of  the 
church  and  congregation. 

Rev.  Alexander  S.  McLeod,  united  with  the  church  on 
certificate  March  30th,  1893,  died  March  25th. 

Mr.  David  J.  Blauvelt,  united  on  certificate  December 
1st,  1882,  died  March  26th. 

Mrs.  Mary  A.  Raymond  (Manley  A.),  united  on  certi- 
ficate February  5th,  1882,  died  April  10th. 
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Austin  Abbott,  LL.  I)..  united  on  certificate  March  ist, 
1 87 1,  died  April  19th. 

Mrs.  Emily  K.  Foote  (Horace  A.),  united  on  certifi- 
cate April  30th,  1867,  died  July  21st. 

Mrs.  Olive  K.  Holcombe  (Chester),  united  on  certifi- 
cate December  3d,  1893,  died  July  28th. 

Mrs.  Almira  M.  Pardee  (Walter),  united  on  certificate 
October  27th,  1863,  died  September  17th. 

Among  the  names  of  these  friends  will  be  found  some 
which  will  awaken  many  pleasant  memories  among  those 
who  have  been  associated  with  one  or  other  of  them  in 
the  Sunday-school,  the  Society  for  Women's  Work  and 
the  Bethany  Sewing-school,  or  in  the  closer  walks  of 
personal  friendship  and  family  intimacy.  We  can  but 
rejoice  in  their  being  with  Christ,  which  is  far  better, 
while  filled  with  sorrow  at  the  loss  which  we  ourselves 
have  sustained. 

In  regard  to  Deacon  Abbott,  for  so  many  years  an 
officer  and  leader  in  our  midst,  the  church  has  already 
taken  appropriate  action  and  adopted  resolutions  which 
will  be  found  elsewhere  in  the  "Year  Book."*  '  For 
they  that  have  used  the  office  of  a  deacon  well  purchase 
to  themselves  a  good  degree,  and  great  boldness  in  the 
faith  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus." 

Mr.  Charles  L.  Mead  was  elected  on  December  2d  to 
fill  the  place  among  the  deacons  left  vacant  by  his  death. 

Letters  of  dismission  and  commendation  to  other 
churches  have  been  issued  to  one  hundred  and  eighteen 
persons,!  sixty-six  of  them  being  to  the  new  Manhattan 
Congregational  Church  of  this  city. 

Thirteen  have  come  to  us  by  letters  from  other 
churches,  seven  have  united  with  us  on  confession  01 
their  faith,];  and  four  have  been  restored  to  active  mem- 

*  See  page  79.      +  See  page  73.      %  See  page  72. 
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bership  from  the  Absentee  Roll,*  making  the  present 
membership  seven  hundred  and  thirty. 

The  charitable  and  benevolent  contributions  for  the 
year  amount  to  $26,296.09,  the  detailed  distribution  of 
which  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  the  treasurer.!  This 
is  a  slight  increase  over  the  sum  total  of  last  year,  and 
the  falling  off  evident  in  some  of  the  regular  church  col- 
lections is  due  doubtless  to  four  causes  ;  first,  the  hard 
times  ;  second,  the  special  collections  for  debts  made  by 
our  national  societies  ;  third,  the  unrest  and  disaffection 
prior  to  the  resignation  of  the  pastor ;  and  fourth,  the 
unsettling  of  many  inevitably  consequent  upon  the  man- 
ner of  his  leaving  us.  And  this  leads  us  to  the  consider- 
ation of  one  event  of  more  than  common  importance  in 
the  life  of  any  church,  namely,  the  severance  of  the  pas- 
toral relation  between  it  and  the  one  called  to  be  its  leader 
and  teacher  in  spiritual  things.  This  painful  experience 
we  have  been  called  upon  to  pass  through,  and  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  continuous  history  of  the  church,  which  the 
reports  of  its  committee  from  year  to  year  are  intended 
to  present,  a  brief  statement  of  the  facts  in  relation  to 
this  matter  becomes  obligatory. 

On  Saturday  evening,  November  15th,  1895,  tne  mem- 
bers of  the  church  committee  and  the  trustees  of  the 
society  were  assembled  at  the  request  of  the  pastor,  and 
a  paper  was  read  to  them  by  him, J  in  which  he  stated 
that  his  work  here  was  done,  that  he  was  not  willing  to 
be  a  bone  of  contention  in  the  church  if  he  could  pre- 
vent it,  and  that  his  resignation  might  be  expected  by  the 
first  of  May.  In  this  paper  he  also  set  forth  what  he 
considered  the  immediate  difficulties  of  the  church,  and 
what  in  his  judgment  it  ought  to  do  in  the  future. 

A  meeting  of  the  church  was  held  on  the  evening  of 

*  See  page  72.         t  See  page  28.      %  See  Appendix,  page  97. 
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Wednesday,  April  8th,  following,  to  act  upon  Dr.  Stim- 
son's  resignation,  which  he  had  announced  on  the  Sunday 
previous  would  then  be  presented.  At  this  meeting  Dr. 
Stimson  read  a  long  letter,*  not  only  of  resignation,  but 
also  speaking  of  a  supposed  failure  on  the  part  of  the 
church  and  its  officers  to  cooperate  with  himself.  A 
paper  had  been  prepared,  signed  by  members  of  the 
committee  and  trustees,  expressive  of  their  views,  and 
advising  the  acceptance  of  the  resignation,!  which  also 
was  read  at  the  meeting. 

After  the  reading  of  these  papers  and  a  free  discussion, 
a  ballot  was  taken,  the  church  roll  being  used  as  a  check 
list,  and  a  motion  that  the  resignation  be  not  accepted 
was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  one  hundred  and  forty  to  one 
hundred.  The  resignation  was  then  accepted.  An 
Ecclesiastical  Council,  consisting  of  the  same  churches  as 
were  invited  to  the  installation,  was  convened  on  Tues- 
day, April  28th,  which  ratified  this  action. 

There  have  been  many  different  statements  in  the 
newspapers,  religious  and  secular,  referring  to  the  Taber- 
nacle and  its  affairs  during  all  of  these  trying  experi- 
ences, but  none  of  them  have  emanated  from  the  church 
or  its  officers.  It  has  been  thought  wiser  to  ignore  these 
items  which  have  so  abounded,  leaving  it  to  time  to  set 
right  those  things  which,  if  disputed,  however  conclu- 
sively, in  the  public  press,  would  only  lead  to  continued 
and  unfortunate  controversy. 

For  our  own  information,  and  since  the  letter  of  resig- 
nation speaks  of  the  reception  of  new  members,  the 
benevolences,  the  pew  rents,  the  Sunday-school  and 
Bethany  for  the  three  years  of  the  pastorate  in  com- 
parison with  the  preceding  three  years,  we  submit  the 
following  figures,  all  taken  from  our  official  reports  : 

*See  Appendix,  page  100.      t  See  Appendix,  page  103. 
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ADDITIONS  TO  THE  CHURCH.  DISMISSIONS. 


Confession 

Letters. 

of  Faith. 

Total. 

t  Sr\n  o: 

24 

59 

37 

I891   26 

13 

39 

53 

1892  (no  pastor).  .  11 

I 

1 2 

34 

72 

38 

IIO 

1893   46 

14 

60 

64 

13 

43 

84 

1895   31 

6 

37 

47 

107 

33 

140 

BENEVOLENT 

PEW 

CONTRIBUTIONS. 

RENTS. 

124 


195 


1890  $38,931  25  $34,116  48 

1891                 41,881  82  32,989  75 

1892  (no  pastor)  29,175  72  29,815  00 

$109,988  79               $96,921  23 

1893  $29,674  65  $24,712  42 

1894                 30,187  15  21,503  48 

1895...  25,942  07  20,267  93 

$85,803  87               $66,483  83 


The  pew  rents  for  the  year  ending  November  1st,  1896,  were 
$16,364. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOLS. 
1890.    One  school — Officers,  teachers  and  scholars,  240. 


T891.      "       "  ■  "  "         "  "  209. 

1892.  "       "  "  "         "  "        141.    No  pastor. 

1893.  Two  schools —    "  "  "  253. 

1894.  "       "  "  "         "  "  267. 

1895.  u  n      "     "  "  278. 

BETHANY   SUNDAY  SCHOOL. 

Average  Benevolent 
Attendance.  Contributions. 

1892   806  $874  25 

1893   813  814  39 

1894     916  6ll  91 

1895   796  547  77 
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AMOUNT    PAID    TO    DR.  STIMSON    IN    THE    THREE  YEARS 
OF  HIS  PASTORATE. 


1893.  Subscription  for  furniture   $4,000  00 

Salary   7,000  00 

Removal  expenses  and  hotel  bill   1,244  5° 

1894.  Salary   12,000  00 

Rent   916  67 

1895.  Salary   12,000  00 

Rent   1,000  00 

1896.  Salary   6,000  00 

Rent   750  00 

On  retirement   12,000  00 


$56,911  17 

Besides  this,  the  society  assumed  the  lease  of  the 
house  occupied  by  Dr.  Stimson,  which  has  entailed  a 
considerable  additional  expense. 

An  inspection  of  these  figures  will  disclose  the  exact 
facts,  and  show  that  the  church  and  society  have  treated 
Dr.  Stimson  in  a  generous  spirit  and  provided  for  his 
financial  needs  to  the  utmost  extent  of  their  ability.  The 
papers  to  which  reference  has  been  made  are  annexed  as 
an  appendix  to  this  report.* 

A  committee  to  nominate  a  pastor  has  been  appointed 
by  the  church,  consisting  of  Dr.  William  H.  Thom- 
son, Mr.  Joel  E.  Fisher,  Mr.  Charles  L.  Mead,  Mr.  Ham- 
ilton S.  Gordon,  Mr.  Isaac  D.  Blodgett,  Mr.  Edward  J. 
Brown  and  Dr.  William  L.  Stowell,  and  we  feel  assured 
that  in  due  time  a  messenger  will  be  sent  to  preach  unto 
us  the  Gospel  of  Christ. 

Meanwhile,  having  maintained  the  church  services 
during  the  summer,  holding  them  in  the  chapel  during 
the  repairs  and  painting  of  our  place  of  worship,  we 
have  been  honored  with  the  pulpit  ministrations  of  many 

*  See  Appendix,  page  97. 
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distinguished  men,  pastors  in  neighboring  churches  and 
others,  and  this  winter  have  been  fortunate  in  securing  as 
a  regular  supply  Rev.  Andrew  V.  V.  Raymond,  D.D., 
president  of  Union  College.  The  services  are  well  sus- 
tained and  the  preaching  appears  to  be  greatly  enjoyed. 
The  choir  are  deserving  of  a  good  word  in  this  connec- 
tion for  the  excellent  music  given  at  the  regular  services 
and  on  special  occasions,  such  as  Easter,  Thanksgiving 
and  Christmas. 

The  sense  of  loneliness  sometimes  felt  where  there  is 
no  pastor  has  been  mitigated  largely  by  what  we  regard 
as  the  very  wise  action  taken  by  the  church  in  the  elec- 
tion of  the  Rev.  Frederick  B.  Richards  as  assistant 
pastor.  His  presence  and  words  at  the  various  meetings, 
his  conduct  of  the  Wednesday  evening  gatherings  for 
prayer  and  conference,  his  activity  among  the  men  of 
the  congregation,  his  visits  among  our  families,  all  have 
contributed  much  to  keep  alive  the  spirit  of  devotion  to 
the  church  and  its  various  activities  which  prevails  to  so 
marked  a  degree  in  many  directions.  The  Men's  Asso- 
ciation with  its  committees  on  visitation,  morning  service, 
evening  service,  prayer  meeting,  Sunday-school,  mission- 
ary, social  and  Bethany,  is  one  direct  result  of  his  efforts, 
and  designed  ultimately  to  enroll  all  men  attending  the 
services  of  the  Broadwray  Tabernacle.  The  very  names 
of  its  committees  indicate  the  wide  and  effective  range 
of  its  plan  and  scope. 

The  Wednesday  evening  meeting  for  prayer  and  con- 
ference has  not  received  the  numerical  support  its  inter- 
est has  merited,  for,  while  the  number  of  those  present 
has  not  been  large,  the  free  interchange  of  thought  has 
been  specially  evident,  and  the  spirit  of  fellowship  has 
found  expression  to  a  noteworthy  degree. 
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The  church  has  elected  delegates  to  attend  a  council 
called  on  January  14th  by  the  Congregational  Church  at 
Pelhamville,  New  York,  for  the  installation  as  pastor  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Kellogg  ;  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church  Extension  Society  of  New  York  and 
Brooklyn,  on  January  30th  ;  a  council  called  on  February 
20th  by  the  Puritan  Church  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  in 
reference  to  the  installation  of  Rev.  J.  C.  Wilson  ;  a 
council  assembled  at  Trinity  Congregational  Church, 
Tremont,  New  York  City,  on  May  12th,  to  dismiss  from 
the  pastorate  Rev.  W.  S.  Ufford  and  to  install  Rev. 
Franklin  Gaylord  in  his  stead  ;  the  meeting  of  the  Man- 
hattan Conference  on  May  14th  at  the  Tompkins  Avenue 
Church,  Brooklyn  ;  a  council  at  the  Congregational 
Church  of  North  New  York,  gathered  June  9th,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  resignation  of  its  pastor,  Rev.  William  T. 
McElveen ;  the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Mis- 
sionary Association  at  Boston,  Mass.  ;  a  council  called  to 
meet  November  9th,  to  recognize  the  Manhattan  Con- 
gregational Church  and  to  install  Rev.  Henry  A.  Stimson, 
D.D.,  as  its  pastor  and  teacher;  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Federation  of  Christian  Workers  in  New  York  City  ; 
the  first  meeting  of  the  Manhattan-Brooklyn  Conference 
of  Congregational  Churches  in  our  own  church — which 
will  be  especially  remembered  for  the  exceedingly  de- 
lightful hospitality  extended  to  the  members  of  the  con- 
ference by  the  ladies  of  our  Society  for  Women's  Work  ; 
a  council  called  by  the  Bedford  Park  Congregational 
Church,  December  2d,  for  the  purpose  of  installing  as  its 
pastor  Rev.  Wayland  Spalding ;  a  council  on  December 
9th,  invited  by  the  Pennsylvania  Avenue  Congregational 
Church  of  Brooklyn  for  the  purpose  of  extending  the 
right  hand  of  fellowship  to  that  body  of  believers,  and 


24 


Year  Book  of  the 


the  installation  of  Rev.  J.  C.  Andrews  as  pastor,  and  a 
council  called  by  our  own  Bethany  Church  on  December 
15th  for  the  ordination  to  the  Christian  ministry  of  Mr. 
N.  Miller  Pratt,  a  member  of  this  church,  and  an  able 
and  effective  worker  in  the  Bethany  field. 

And  this  naturally  suggests  that  the  report  of  the 
Bethany  Board  be  given  careful  consideration  by  the 
church,  to  the  end  that  we  may  be  stimulated  not  alone 
to  continue  financial  support  in  the  future  as  in  the  past, 
but  may  do  even  more  than  heretofore  in  supplying  liv- 
ing aid  in  the  persons  of  teachers  and  helpers  for  the 
manifold  departments  of  usefulness  there  established. 
Surely  an  understanding  of  what  has  been  done  must 
incite  all  to  a  new  resolution,  not  only  to  give  more,  but 
to  do  more  for  Bethany. 

In  regard  to  our  own  church  Sunday-school,  the  mat- 
ter of  special  interest  to  which  we  invite  attention  is  the 
discontinuance  of  the  afternoon  session  except  as  relates 
to  the  primary  department.  On  the  unanimous  recom- 
mendation of  the  officers  and  teachers  of  both  schools,  it 
was  decided  to  unite  them  in  one  session,  to  be  held  at  a 
quarter  before  ten  in  the  morning,  with  two  primary 
classes,  one  conducted  at  the  same  hour  as  the  main 
school,  and  the  other  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  as 
before.  The  change  is  expected  to  be  of  advantage  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  work,  as  suiting  the  convenience 
of  a  large  majority  of  the  teachers  and  scholars.  Mr. 
Richards  has  opened  a  Bible  class  for  adults  for  the  sys- 
tematic study  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  it  is  believed 
that  this  addition  to  the  usual  Sunday-school  work  will 
prove  stimulating  and  profitable. 

The  Chinese  Sunday-school,  under  the  leadership  of 
Dr.  Bruce,  is  steadily  keeping  at  its  slow  but  ever  pro- 
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gressing  labor  of  instructing  those  whose  first  effort  is  to 
overcome  what  seems  to  them  the  almost  insuperable 
obstacle  of  our  English  language.  It  is  a  delight  to  see 
some  of  these  scholars  reading  the  Bible,  somewhat 
brokenly,  but  with  evident  appreciation  of  its  meaning 
and  appropriation  to  themselves  of  its  teachings. 

It  was  decided  in  the  fall  that  under  existing  con- 
ditions it  would  not  be  wise  to  retain  the  services  of  a 
church  visitor,  and  hence  we  were  compelled  to  part 
with  Miss  Mary  E.  Corr,  who  will  be  held  in  pleasant  re- 
membrance by  many  of  the  poor  and  sick  to  whom  she 
ministered,  and  by  those  actively  engaged  in  the  Sunday- 
school  and  Society  of  Christian  Endeavor.  This  last 
organization  has  continued  its  meetings  under  many  dis- 
couraging conditions,  and  its  members  deserve  much 
commendation  for  their  faithfulness  under  trying  circum- 
stances. Its  effort  has  been  to  maintain  its  organization, 
in  order  that  if  a  pastor  comes  to  us,  who  shall  favor  its 
methods  and  principles,  he  may  find  in  it  a  nucleus  for 
vigorous  growth  in  ever  widening  circles  of  Christian  life. 

The  Flower  Committee  have  contributed  not  a  little  to 
the  pleasure  of  the  church  services,  particular  mention 
being  made  of  the  decoration  at  Easter  with  flowers, 
Thanksgiving  with  fruits  and  grain,  and  Christmas  with 
trees  and  ropes  of  green,  while  the  sick  have  not  been 
forgotten  in  their  enforced  absence  from  the  place  of 
meeting. 

The  Board  of  Ushers  have  provided  for  the  welfare  of 
all  who  have  united  with  us  at  morning  or  evening  wor- 
ship, and  our  thanks  are  due  to  them  for  their  regularity 
of  attendance  and  unwearying  courtesy  in  the  discharge 
of  duties,  which  at  times  require  the  exercise  of  much 
tact  and  self-possession. 
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The  ladies  of  the  Society  for  Women's  Work  have  had 
a  most  prosperous  year,  and  show  increased  receipts. 
Their  trunks  to  the  number  of  fifteen  have  gone  out  to 
gladden  the  households  of  the  home  missionaries,  and 
boxes  of  clothing  and  other  good  things  have  been  de- 
spatched to  sustain  and  cheer  those  far  away  upon  the 
foreign  field.  They  have  sent  large  gifts  of  money  on 
various  charitable  and  benevolent  errands.  They  have 
supported  the  kindergarten  at  Bethany,  and  the  sewing- 
school  also  has  received  their  attention,  while  the  social 
gatherings  held  for  the  church  itself,  and  the  hospitality 
extended  to  our  guests  on  different  occasions,  have 
placed  a  large  balance  of  thankful  appreciation  to  their 
credit.  As  their  report  is  given  with  great  particularity 
of  detail,  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  add  more  except  to 
commend  strongly  this  exceedingly  useful  society  to  all 
of  the  ladies  not  at  present  enrolled  in  its  membership. 

This  brings  to  a  close  the  general  record.  It  will  be 
seen  clearly  by  those  who  have  given  the  matter  even 
superficial  consideration  that  the  church  has  plenty  of 
organization  for  a  live,  aggressive,  forward  movement. 
Whether  it  shall  take  this  direction  in  the  future  depends 
in  some  measure,  of  course,  upon  the  pastor  who  shall 
come  to  be  our  minister ;  but  far  more  upon  the  ideal  of 
Christain  character  which  we  cherish  for  ourselves  and 
strive  to  make  a  reality  in  our  daily  lives.  Is  there  not 
some  danger  of  trusting  too  much  to  organization,  and 
to  easily  throwing  off  the  sense  of  individual  responsibil- 
ity for  the  well-being  of  the  church  which  has  done  so 
much  for  each  of  us,  and  upon  which  we  look  as  our 
spiritual  home  ?  This  sense  of  the  personal  responsibil- 
ity of  Christian  men  and  women,  if  thoroughly  awakened, 
will  put  new  life  into  all  our  activities,  and  we  may  look 
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confidently  then  for  the  windows  of  heaven  to  be  opened 
and  a  blessing  poured  out  that  there  shall  not  be  room 
enough  to  receive  it. 

On  behalf  of  the  committee, 

WM.  IVES  WASHBURN, 

Clerk. 

New  York,  January  ist,  i8gy. 
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THE  SOCIETY  FOR  WOMEN'S  WORK. 


THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


HE   Society  for  Women's  Work  in  looking  back 


over  another  year  may  well  thank  God  and  take 
courage,  for  He  has  abundantly  blessed  its  labors. 

Though  we  have  had  some  discouragements,  especially 
a  smaller  membership,  the  cash  receipts  show  a  gain  of 
$394.83  over  those  for  last  year.  In  addition  to 
82,269.14  reported  through  the  treasurer  of  the  general 
society,  $2,106.76  have  been  given  directly  to  the  treas- 
urers of  the  various  departments,  making  the  total  cash 
receipts  $4,375.90.  Other  gifts  valued  at  $2,505.92  have 
been  sent  out  in  trunks  by  the  Home  and  Foreign  Mis- 
sionary Departments.  Perhaps  the  great  needs  made 
known  by  the  letters  of  Miss  Bush  in  Turkey  have 
touched  the  hearts  of  her  sisters  in  the  Broadway  Taber- 
nacle, for  the  gain  seems  greatest  in  the  Foreign  Mis- 
sionary treasury.  The  ladies  of  the  church  have  also 
contributed  nearly  a  thousand  dollars  towards  the  debt 
of  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.,  in  response  to  the  solicitation  of 
the  Misses  Leitch. 

While  trying  to  answer  the  calls  for  help  from  many 
parts  of  our  native  land  and  other  lands,  the  society 
earnestly  desires  that  all  ladies  in  the  church  should 
actively  share  the  blessings  and  joys  of  its  work.  The 
officers  and  members  have  worked  earnestly  and  faith- 
fully, and  feel  grateful  to  all  who  have  been  interested  in 
the  work  and  aided  it  in  any  way. 
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The  work  of  the  different  departments  is  outlined  by 
their  secretaries.  Mrs.  Seamans  reports  for  the  Home 
Missionary  Department  as  follows  : 

"The  meetings  of  this  department  have  been  eight  in 
number,  with  an  average  attendance  of  thirty-five.  We 
have  been  addressed  by  Rev.  Mr.  Paddock  in  behalf  of 
the  Weiser  College,  Idaho  ;  Miss  Anna  Pickens,  secre- 
tary of  Mrs.  Caswell  at  the  Bible  House,  explaining  the 
necessity  of  sending  our  trunks  to  the  West,  and  by  Mrs. 
Kincaid,  president  of  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary 
State  Union. 

"  During  the  year  we  have  sent  out  fifteen  trunks, 
having  an  estimated  value  of  $2,288.92.  Two  of  these 
were  for  New  York  State  ;  three  were  sent  to  Kansas ; 
two  to  New  Jersey,  and  one  each  to  Pennsylvania,  Utah, 
Colorado,  Ohio,  Nebraska,  Oklahoma,  Florida  and  Cali- 
fornia. In  addition  to  these  we  have  sent  one  package 
of  infants'  clothing  to  the  wife  of  a  home  missionary 
in  Oregon,  and  a  package  of  books — the  works  of  Dr. 
Taylor  and  Dr.  Stimson — to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Webber,  of 
South  Dakota. 

"  We  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  Mr.  Borden 
for  his  kindness  in  collecting  $500  for  the  purpose  of 
buying  new  pulpit  suits  for  the  missionaries  ;  also  Mrs. 
John  H.Washburn  for  her  gift  of  $50,  five  dollars  of  which 
goes  into  each  trunk  for  the  missionary's  wife.  We  are 
indebted  also  to  Mrs  Maitland,  who  has  presented  us 
with  a  number  of  new  shawls.  Besides  these  gifts  we 
have  had  donated  to  us  four  hundred  and  forty-two 
articles. 

"  Although  we  have  been  obliged  to  accept  some  resig- 
nations, still  the  good  work  goes  on  with  the  same  heart- 
felt interest  and  success." 
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The  Foreign  Missionary  Department  reports  through 
Mrs.  Joel  Ellis  Fisher  as  follows  : 

"  Five  meetings  have  been  held  during  the  year,  made 
especially  interesting  by  many  touching  and  grateful  let- 
ters from  Miss  Bush.  In  February  we  were  addressed  by 
Dr.  Hamlin  on  the  *  Agents  of  the  Armenian  Slaughter.' 

"A  special  gift  of  $362.75  has  been  forwarded  to  Miss 
Bush  during  the  year.  A  box  of  articles  for  a  sanatorium 
at  Pieter  Maritzburg,  Natal,  valued  at  S39 ;  a  box  of 
clothing  and  materials  for  a  sewing-school  in  charge  of 
Mrs.  George  B.Cowles,  Amanzimtote,  Natal,  valued  at  $18; 
and  a  box  of  clothing  for  Miss  Bush,  Harpoot,  Turkey, 
valued  at  $160,  have  been  sent  out  by  this  department." 

The  secretary  of  literature  reports  that  twenty  books 
on  missionary  subjects  have  been  contributed  to  the 
society  as  the  nucleus  of  a  library.  These  books  and 
others  have  been  read  by  the  members  during  the  year, 
and  a  book  review  has  broadened  and  deepened  the 
interest  in  the  various  fields  studied. 

The  Departfnent  of  Local  Charities  and  the  Institutional 
Committee  are  united,  with  Mrs.  R.  A.  Dorm  an  as  chair- 
man. The  reports  from  its  various  subcommittees  are  as 
follows  : 

"  Three  meetings  have  been  in  charge  of  the  Institu- 
tional Committee,  with  addresses  from  Captain  New- 
comb,  of  the  Salvation  Army  ;  Mrs.  Horace  Green,  of 
the  Indian  Association,  and  Miss  Spellman,  of  the  Mar- 
garet Strachan  Home. 

"On  December  29th  a  meeting  in  the  interests  of 
Bethany  was  held.  All  departments  of  the  work  were 
heard  from,  supplemented  with  an  address  from  Rev. 
Mr.  Richards." 
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The  Helping  Hand  report  from  Mrs.  Gordon  states  : 

"  The  year  1896  marks  the  transfer  of  the  care  of  the 
Helping  Hand  to  the  Society  for  Women's  Work,  and 
though  a  heavy  responsibility,  its  expenses  have  been 
fully  met,  the  total  receipts  being  $232.60. 

"  Meetings  were  held  regularly  from  January  to  April ; 
3,052  yards  of  materials  were  made  up  into  useful  gar- 
ments, given  to  the  makers  in  payment  for  their  time  at 
the  rate  of  twelve  cents  an  hour.  There  were  88  regular 
attendants,  though  more  were  anxious  to  come.  They 
listen  to  helpful  talks  on  practical  subjects  while  they 
sew.  Poverty  and  pain  seem  forgotten  for  a  time,  while 
their  minds  are  lifted  to  higher  and  better  things,  and 
while  they  receive  that  sympathy  from  kind  teachers 
for  which  their  souls  crave." 

The  Bethany  Sewing  School  submits  the  following 
report,  through  Miss  Inslee  : 

"  The  average  attendance  of  scholars  has  been  155  ;  of 
teachers,  17.  The  children's  collections  given  to  the 
kindergarten  were  $29.52.  Last  year  the  attendance 
was  more  regular  than  usual.  This  year  we  begin  with  a 
larger  attendance  and  all  departments  in  good  shape,  but 
we  should  like  a  few  more  teachers  for  the  advanced 
classes." 

Bethany  Kindergarten  Committee  reports  through  its 
secretary,  Mrs.  Fair  : 

"  During  the  past  year  Bethany  Kindergarten  has  car- 
ried its  harmonizing  influences  into  118  little  hearts  and 
the  homes  represented  by  them.  Many  of  this  number 
have  been  in  constant  attendance  since  the  opening  of 
the  kindergarten  in  March,  1894.    The  limit  of  enroll- 
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ment  was  extended  to  sixty  last  spring,  yet  there  has  been 
a  waiting  list  of  twenty  children  for  the  last  three  months. 
The  year  has  shown  marked  improvement  in  regularity 
and  punctuality  of  attendance,  cleanliness  and  principle. 

"  A  very  important  feature  is  that  covered  by  the  home 
calls  and  mothers'  meetings,  two  efforts  that  have  been 
gratefully  received  and  have  returned  the  best  results. 
To  reduce  expenses  the  present  school  year  has  been 
shortened  from  one  of  ten  to  one  of  nine  months,  the  sala- 
ries of  S6o  and  S25  being  maintained.  The  majority  of 
the  children  pay  one  penny  a  day,  three  pay  twenty-five 
cents  a  week.  Since  September  16th,  S3 1.66  have  been 
received  in  this  way. 

"  From  the  beginning,  this  work  financially  has  been  one 
of  faith  on  the  part  of  the  committee,  and  we  trust  that 
many  new  supporters  of  the  work  will  come  forward  to 
take  the  place  of  several  generous  subscribers  whom  we 
shall  miss. 

kk  We  earnestly  commend  the  kindergarten  to  your 
intelligence  and  generosity  for  its  purity  and  strength  in 
theory  and  principle,  and  would  emphasize  the  point  that 
its  influence  for  good  is  limited  only  by  the  means  of 
extending  it." 

The  Department  of  Church  Aid,  Mrs.  Ensign  B.  Pardee, 
chairman,  reports  through  its  two  sub-committees  as 
follows  : 

Mrs.  Roland  C.  Cook,  secretary  of  the  Entertainment 
Committee,  says  : 

"  During  the  year  the  Entertainment  Committee  has 
superintended  the  giving  of  two  evening  receptions,  a 
luncheon  to  a  few  guests  of  the  Foreign  Missionary 
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Department,  and  a  supper  to  the  delegates  of  the  Man- 
hattan-Brooklyn Conference  ;  and  also  assisted  the  Sun- 
day school  at  their  Christmas  festival." 

The  Hospitality  Committee  reports  through  its  chairman 
and  secretary,  Mrs.  Cephas  Brainerd,  Jr.  : 

"  The  Hospitality  Committee  has  continued  its  work — 
calling  upon  strangers,  greeting  those  who  have  newly 
come  to  our  church,  and  assisting  the  Entertainment 
Committee  in  its  work;  thus  in  every  way  aiding  and 
extending  the  social  life  of  the  church.  The  committee 
has  been  actively  at  work  during  the  year,  and  many 
calls  have  been  made." 

Only  a  glimpse  of  the  work  can  be  given  in  a  report  of 
this  kind,  but  if  you  will  come  with  us  to  our  Tuesday 
morning  meetings,  and  unite  your  labors  and  prayers  with 
ours,  you  will  find  a  cordial  welcome  and  derive  a  joy 
from  the  work  done  in  Christ's  name  and  for  His  sake. 

LUCY  H.  PEET, 
Clerk  of  Society  for  Women's  Work. 

January,  iSgj. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Sunday  School. 


^pHE  superintendents  of  the  Sunday-school  would 
^  submit  the  following  report  for  the  year  1896  : 
During  the  early  part  of  the  year  and  until  the  summer 
vacation  there  were  two  sessions  of  the  school,  both  in 
the  main  and  primary  departments,  one  in  the  morning 
and  the  other  in  the  afternoon.  Upon  the  assembling  of 
the  school  in  the  fall,  however,  it  was  voted  at  a  joint 
meeting  of  the  teachers  and  officers  of  both  sessions, 
after  full  consideration,  to  discontinue  the  afternoon 
session  of  the  main  school.  By  this  action  the  main 
school  now  meets  in  the  morning,  while  sessions  of  the 
primary  departments  are  held  both  in  the  morning  and 
afternoon  as  heretofore. 

In  conjunction  with  the  main  department,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  the  young  men's  Bible  class,  our  assistant  pastor, 
Mr.  F.  B.  Richards,  conducts  a  class  for  the  systematic 
study  of  the  Bible — a  class  which  we  heartily  commend 
to  the  members  of  the  church. 

The  statistical  reports  of  the  enrollment  in  the  differ- 
ent departments  of  the  school  are  as  follows  : 


Mr.  Richards  Bible  Class. 


Treacher.  . 
Members. 


T 


5 


Total 
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Main  Department. 

Officers     5 

Teachers   13 

Scholars    53 

Total   71 

Morning  Primary  Department. 

Officers  and  Teachers   3 

Scholars     39 

Total   42 

Average  attendance  of  scholars    25 

Graduates  to  main  department    5 

Afternoon  Primary  Department. 

Officers  and  teachers   4 

Scholars   41 

Total   45 

Average  attendance  of  scholars   29 

Total  enrollment  in  all  departments   174 


The  work  through  all  the  school  has  been  earnest, 
faithful  and  loving,  and  during  the  past  year  two  of  the 
scholars  from  the  main  department  have  become  mem- 
bers of  the  church. 

The  school  has  held  two  special  services  during  the 
year,  one  at  Easter  and  one  at  Christmas  time.  At  the 
Easter  service  the  children  brought  potted  plants  to  be 
sent  to  the  hospitals,  and  many  sick  boys  and  girls  were 
made  glad  by  these  gifts. 

At  Christmas  time  Bethany  was  remembered  as  is 
usual  with  us. 

The  treasurer  of  the  Missionary  Fund  reports  receipts 
during  the  year  of  $300.42  from  Sunday  collections  for 
division  between  home  and  foreign  missionary  objects. 
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Besides  these,  there  have  been  special  offerings  from  the 
primary  department  at  Easter  of  $13.97  for  Bethany; 
from  the  morning  primary  department  at  Christmas  of 
S6.04  for  the  Bethany  Kitchen  Garden  ;  from  the  school 
at  Christmas  $31  for  Bethany,  and  two  others  amounting 
to  $7.03,  making  a  total  of  $358.46. 

The  treasurer  of  the  school  reports  that  he  has  paid 
during  the  year  for  expenses  $494.54. 

In  closing  our  report  we  wish  to  express  our  sense  of 
appreciation  for  the  self-denying,  faithful  and  conscien- 
tious work  of  the  teachers  and  officers  who  in  both  the 
main  and  primary  departments  have  been  associated  with 
us,  and  upon  whom  has  fallen  so  much  of  responsibility. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

HERBERT  G.  THOMSON, 
IRVING  C.  GAYLORD, 

Superintendents. 

New  York,  January  20,  1897. 
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Report  of  the  Chinese  Sunday  School 
Committee. 


HE  work  of  the  Chinese  Sunday-school  has  been 
continuous  throughout  the  year,  except  during  July 
and  August.  The  numbers  in  attendance  have  varied 
much,  influenced  to  a  very  great  extent  by  the  inability 
on  the  part  of  the  committee  to  obtain  teachers.  It  is 
earnestly  hoped  that  the  coming  year  will  not  find  this  a 
hindrance,  for  it  has  been  thoroughly  realized  in  the  past 
that  the  needs  of  the  harvest  and  the  lack  of  laborers  is 
an  axiom.  Accessions  of  recent  date  to  the  list  of 
teachers  lend  great  encouragement.  One  teacher  of 
former  years,  recently  a  resident  of  China,  and  able  to 
speak  the  language,  has  come  to  us,  and  her  influence  by 
reason  of  her  superior  ability  will  be  of  decided  advan- 
tage. Several  others  accustomed  to  mission  work  and 
two  young  men  from  the  church  Sunday-school  are 
giving  valuable  service. 

The  spiritual  condition  of  the  school  is  good.  There 
are  those  among  the  scholars  giving  serious  thought  to 
appearing  before  the  church  committee  to  make  confes- 
sion of  faith.  This  means  much  to  these  men — the 
breaking  away  from  the  traditions  of  their  fathers,  the 
worship  of  ancestors,  and  the  superstitions  with  which 
they  have  been  surrounded  since  birth  and  are  even 
influenced  by  to-day  in  this  city  (for  the  Chinaman  has 
brought  all  his  belongings,  as  far  as  his  social,  religious, 
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business,  and  even  spiritual  life  is  concerned,  with  him). 
To  overcome  these  great  obstacles  requires  both  time, 
patience  and  persistent  teaching.  That  it  is  accom- 
plished gives  great  encouragement,  as  the  existence  of 
the  Chinese  mission,  conducted  and  supported  entirely 
through  the  efforts  of  Christian  Chinamen  in  this  city,  is 
monumental  proof. 

It  has  been  the  pleasure  of  the  Chinese  Sunday-school 
to  receive  the  schools  connected  with  the  churches — Dr. 
Behrend's,  of  Brooklyn,  and  Dr.  Virgin's,  of  New  York. 
In  social  conference  concerning  the  work  in  Congrega- 
tional churches  particularly,  the  interesting  fact  was  dis- 
closed that  the  Chinese  of  New  York  and  vicinity  had 
contributed  sufficient  money  to  build  a  chapel  in  a  town 
of  the  district  from  which  a  large  number  of  the  men 
came,  and  had  sent  to  China  Mr.  Yung  Park,  of  Dr.  Virgin's 
school,  with  the  money  and  to  superintend  the  work. 
The  Church  of  the  Pilgrims  pay  his  salary  during  the 
time  of  his  absence.  Other  schools  have  also  promised 
to  contribute  to  the  support  of  the  enterprise  until  it  is 
self-sustaining. 

We  are  all  enthusiastic  over  foreign  missionary  efforts 
and  enterprises,  and  receive  with  joy  returned  missiona- 
ries, listening  with  intensity  to  their  words  of  trial  and 
success.  We  realize  that  we  can  be  partakers  of  this 
same  sublime  emotion  possessing  those  who  have  obeyed 
the  gospel  injunction  to  go  to  all  the  world  and  preach 
the  gospel  to  every  creature.  The  foreign  field  is  great 
in  New  York.  There  are  about  ten  thousand  Chinese 
residents  within  the  environment  of  the  greater  city  ; 
there  are  less  than  four  hundred  either  regular  or  nomi- 
nal attendants  upon  Sunday-schools.  Many  more  can 
be  gathered  in  if  teachers  can  be  fomid  to  receive  them. 
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The  expenses  of  the  school  for  the  past  year  are  found 
in  the  following  report. 

Respectfully, 

H.  W.  HUBBARD,  > 

W.  L.  STOWELL,    [  Committee. 

C.  E.  BRUCE,  ) 


William  L.  Stowell,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  Chinese 
Sunday  School  of  the  Broadway  Tabernacle. 


1896.  To  balance  on  hand   $30  04 

"  cash  N.  C.    Fisher,    Treasurer  Broadway 

Tabernacle   200  00 

"  collection  and  donation    51  84 

$281  88 

By  J.  M.  Singleton,  interpreter,  3  months   $75  00 

"  K.  F.  Pang,  "         7     "    175  00 

"  12  Sunday  School  Times  to  May,  1897   6  00 

"  Postage  for  opening  school   and  Sunday 

School  Times   1  62 

"  Sundries — Superintendent  and  Treasurer .. .        1  69 

"  Printing  2000  cards   5  00 

$264  31 

"  Balance   17  57 

$281  88 


Audited  and  found  correct. — H.  W.  Hubbard. 
New  York,  December  jo,  iSqb. 
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Report  of  the  Society  of  Christian 
Endeavor. 


HE  report  of  the  Society  of  Christian  Endeavor  for 


^     the  year  1896  is  as  follows  : 

The  regular  weekly  meeting  has  been  held  every  Sun- 
day evening  at  7  o'clock,  including  the  summer  months, 
with  nearly,  if  not  quite,  the  average  attendance  of  that 
in  the  past.  The  meetings  are  now  held  in  the  parlor 
instead  of  the  chapel,  a  change  which  seemed  to  be  de- 
sirable, and  which  has  proved  very  satisfactory. 

One  meeting  each  month  is  given  to  the  discussion  of 
a  missionary  topic.  The  work  in  different  countries  has 
been  considered,  and  much  interest  stimulated.  Eighty 
dollars,  an  amount  sufficient  to  support  two  native  work- 
ers in  India,  has  been  voted  to  the  American  Board,  S65 
of  which  is  included  in  the  treasurer's  report  for  the  year 
(not  the  full  amount,  inasmuch  as  the  promise  to  take 
the  second  teacher  was  not  made  until  several  months  of 
the  calendar  year  1896  had  passed). 

The  work  in  India  ;  at  the  Mt.  Meiggs  school  in 
Alabama,  and  that  at  the  Seamen's  Bethel  in  our  own 
city,  have  been  presented  by  outside  speakers. 

The  monthly  business  meeting  of  the  Third  District 
was  held  with  our  society  on  Saturday  evening,  Decem- 
ber 13th. 
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The  treasurer's  report  is  as  follows  : 

Receipts. 

Balance  on  hand  January  i,  1896  $38  53 

From  collections  $57  22 

From  pledges   50  65  107  87 

$146  40 


Expenditures . 

Home  and  Foreign  Missions  $90  00 

Armenian  relief                                                      10  00 

Bethany  Pastor's  Fund                                             10  00 

C.  E.  Seaman's  Bethel  Society                                  2  36 

District  Union                                                       2  00 

Subscriptions  to  Endeavorer                                      2  40 

Golden  Rule                                     2  00 

Printing                                                                 12  25 

Incidentals                                                              4  71 

Balance  on  hand                                                     10  68 

Total  $146  40 


Respectfully  submitted. 

GEO.  L.  LEONARD, 

President. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  USHERS. 


ITTLE  variation  is  seen  from  year  to  year  in  the 
work  of  seating  our  congregations.  For  the  past 
twelve  months  the  ushers  have  had  less  to  do  than  usual, 
owing  to  the  changes  consequent  upon  the  disturbed 
condition  of  the  church  organization  ;  to  the  long  period 
in  the  summer  when  services  in  the  church  proper  were 
suspended,  and  to  the  apparently  growing  idea  among 
city  congregations  that  the  evening  services  are  not  for 
them. 

These  circumstances  have  made  it  difficult  to  maintain 
so  good  a  standard  as  is  desirable  in  work  of  this  kind, 
where  none  but  the  best  should  be  considered. 

We  are  under  special  obligations  to  Messrs.  Early, 
Evans  and  Judd,  upon  whom  much  extra  work  has 
fallen. 

On  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Ushers. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  E.  WHITTEMORE, 

Chairman. 


New  York,  January  20,  iSgy. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  BETHANY  BOARD. 


BETHANY  CHURCH. 


NNUAL  reports  of  a  work  like  that  of  Bethany  must 
necessarily  have  much  similarity  to  each  other. 
Its  success  will  be  determined,  not  so  much  by  extraor- 
dinary events,  as  by  steady,  persistent  development  along 
regular  lines.  Judged  by  this,  Bethany  has  prospered 
during  the  past  year.  Its  various  departments  have  been 
carried  on  as  energetically  as  conditions  have  permitted, 
and  many  earnest  workers  have  labored  with  devotion 
and  effectiveness  for  the  general  results.  It  may  be 
truly  said  that  no  line  of  Christian  effort  is  more  worthy 
of  encouragement  and  help  than  that  represented  by 
Bethany  and  similar  institutions.  It  appeals  to  the  t 
patriotism  and  civic  loyalty,  no  less  than  to  the  Christian 
zeal  of  all  its  supporters.  While  grateful  for  the  gener- 
ous assistance  already  given,  we  feel  that  there  should  be 
a  much  more  general  acquaintance  with  this  work  on  the 
part  of  members  of  the  home  church,  and  a  greater  per- 
sonal interest  in  its  success. 

The  church  now  numbers  313  members,  of  whom  40 
are  non-resident.  Thirty-three  members  have  been  re- 
ceived during  the  year,  all  but  one  on  confession  of  faith. 
The  spiritual  condition  of  the  members  is,  on  the  whole, 
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good.  There  is  much  genuine  earnestness  on  the  part  of 
not  a  few,  and  sincere  fidelity  of  Christian  life.  Meet- 
ings have  been  well  attended  as  a  rule,  and  after-meet- 
ings, in  connection  with  the  Sunday  evening  service,  have 
helped  to  deepen  consecration,  and  have  been  fruitful  in 
winning  some  to  confession  of  Christ.  The  arrangement 
entered  into  September  ist,  by  which  Mr.  Richards  be- 
came Assistant  Pastor  of  the  home  church,  though  still 
retaining  the  general  direction  of  Bethany  work,  necessi- 
tated providing  him  with  an  associate,  which  was  happily 
accomplished  in  securing  the  services  of  Rev.  X.  Miller 
Pratt,  a  recent  graduate  of  Union  Seminary,  who  had 
worked  at  Bethany  during  his  entire  course,  and  was  well 
known  and  approved  by  all.  It  is  hoped  that  this 
arrangement  may  be  a  strengthening  of  Bethany,  and 
also  aid  in  binding  it  more  closely  to  the  home  church, 
possibly  ultimating  in  a  decided  broadening  of  the  scope 
of  the  Bethany  work,  and  establishing  it  upon  a  perma- 
nent basis. 

The  financial  report  shows  an  advance  over  any  pre- 
vious year.  In  addition  to  what  has  been  hitherto  un- 
dertaken, Bethany  church  paid  S15  per  month  into  the 
treasury  of  this  board  for  its  general  uses,  and  it  has 
been  voted  to  increase  this  to  S20  per  month  the  coming 
year.  The  total  contributions,  including  general  expense 
account,  deacons'  fund,  benevolences,  etc.,  amounted  for 
the  year  to  about  $1200,  a  remarkably  good  showing, 
considering  the  severe  stress  of  the  times,  and  the  diffi- 
culty of  obtaining  any  work,  or  living  wages  for  that 
secured. 

The  Christian  Endeavor  Society  now  numbers  about 
eighty,  and  its  meetings  on  Tuesday  evenings  are  usually 
well  attended  and  sustained.    It  raised  during  the  year 
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by  pledges  from  its  members  the  sum  of  $75,  which  was 
used  principally  for  missionary  purposes. 

The  Junior  C.  E.  Society,  started  about  a  year  ago, 
holds  its  meetings  every  Sunday  morning  at  10  o'clock, 
and  is  conducted  by  a  committee  from  the  Senior 
Society.  It  numbers  about  sixty  children  between  the 
ages  of  eight  and  fourteen,  and  is  a  good  training  school 
for  them,  and  a  school  of  nurture  into  the  Christian 
life. 

The  Young  Men's  Institute,  now  closing  its  second 
year,  maintains  a  gymnasium  and  bath-rooms  for  its 
members,  and  occasionally  provides  literary  and  social 
entertainments.  It  has  taken  entire  charge  of  the  annual 
summer  excursion  for  two  years  with  complete  satisfac- 
tion, and  paid  all  expenses,  last  summer  realizing  a  profit. 
Its  sphere  of  usefulness  is  very  much  limited  by  the  lack 
of  suitable  and  separate  accommodations.  Bethany 
pressingly  needs  a  separate  building  equipped  with  facili- 
ties for  carrying  on  such  forms  of  "  institutional "  work 
as  would  be  of  great  value  to  all  our  young  people. 
Where  many  homes  lack  attractive  and  developing  influ- 
ences, the  church  should  attempt  to  supply  these  wants 
to  the  utmost  of  its  ability. 

The  Boys'  Brigade,  which,  for  sufficient  reasons,  has 
not  been  started  anew  since  the  summer  vacation,  has 
just  been  reorganized  on  petition  of  the  boys  themselves, 
and  will  be  continued  as  before. 

The  Boys'  Club  has  held  one  meeting  a  week,  and  its 
attendance  has  been  equal  to  the  capacity  of  the  room 
available.  In  this  line  of  work  there  is  also  pressing  de- 
mand for  more  facilities.  If  proper  rooms  were  at  hand 
doubtless  several  hundred  boys  could  be  taken  from  the 
streets  nightly,  and  brought  within  helpful  influences. 
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A  "  Kitchen  Garden  "  has  been  started  by  several  young 
ladies,  which  meets  once  a  week,  and  aims  to  give  the 
girls  attending  it  a  thorough  and  interesting  course  in 
different  lines  of  domestic  work,  v/ith  the  view  of  mak- 
ing them  more  capable  in  home  assistance,  or  of  better 
equipping  such  as  desire  to  seek  places  for  work.  It  is 
very  popular,  and  many  girls  are  on  the  waiting  list, 
anxious  to  secure  the  advantages  offered. 

The  Department  of  Sick  and  Poor  has  given  aid  in  one 
hundred  and  fifty  cases,  besides  acting  as  distributing 
agent  in  ninety-five  cases  aided  by  private  parties. 
Wherever  possible,  work  has  been  provided,  and  when 
direct  aid  has  been  needed  it  has  usually  been  in  the  way 
of  groceries  and  clothing.  Thanks  are  due  to  those  who 
have  furnished  the  means  for  relieving  what  have  been, 
so  far  as  could  be  discovered  by  thorough  investigation, 
serious  cases  of  want.  "  Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it 
unto  one  of  the  least  of  these,  my  brethren,  ye  have  done 
it  unto  me." 

Our  lady  visitor  has  made  1600  calls  and  written  over 
800  letters  in  connection  with  the  various  departments  of 
her  work.  She  has  been  efficient  and  constant  in  the 
work  of  the  Sewing-school,  Sunday-school  and  Helping 
Hand,  and  performed  the  arduous  work  of  preparing, 
sending  and  seeing  to  the  return  of  the  "Fresh  Air" 
children  in  the  summer. 

By  an  arrangement  entered  into  with  the  Society  for 
Women's  Work  of  the  home  church,  the  Day  Kindergar- 
ten, Sewing-school  and  Helping  Hand  have  been  trans- 
ferred to  their  care,  and  are  to  be  hereafter  reported  on 
by  that  society. 
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BETHANY  SUNDAY  SCHOOL. 

In  reporting  upon  the  work  of  the  Sunday-school  for 
the  past  year  the  very  serious  problem  of  securing  suffi- 
cient teachers  to  properly  equip  the  school  must  be  put 
in  the  very  forefront.  Our  records  show  that,  whereas 
two  years  ago  we  had  sixty  classes  provided  with  teachers, 
last  year  fifty-four  and  this  year  only  forty-five.  One  re- 
sult of  this  has  been  a  lessening  of  our  enrollment.  We 
are  limited  in  our  available  scholars  only  by  the  lack  of 
regular  teachers  enough  to  provide  for  them.  Bethany 
has  not  had  to  seek  for  pupils,  but  they  knock  at  our 
doors  in  numbers  in  excess  of  our  ability  to  care  for 
them.  The  work,  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  do  it, 
has  been  carried  on  with  perhaps  more  steadiness  and 
regularity  than  in  any  previous  year.  A  large  proportion 
of  the  teachers  we  now  have  are  most  faithful  and  con- 
stant in  their  attendance,  and  the  result  is  seen  in  a 
higher  average  of  scholars  regularly  in  their  places. 
Many  classes  had  their  entire  membership  present  from 
ten  to  eighteen  times.  The  class  reaching  the  latter 
number,  and  thus  being  the  "  banner  class  "  of  the  year, 
is  a  class  of  ten  boys.  Our  largest  attendance  was  920 
on  December  30th,  the  Sunday  after  Christmas,  and  our 
smallest  475  on  July  12th,  with  an  average  of  720  for  the 
year. 

Twenty-two  from  the  Sunday-school  joined  the  church 
during  the  year,  and  the  spiritual  influences  have  been 
good.  After-meetings  were  held  in  connection  with  the 
school  for  several  weeks  the  first  part  of  the  year,  with 
good  results  in  deepening  the  religious  life  of  many  of 
the  older  scholars,  and  winning  quite  a  number  to  the 
confession  of  Christ. 
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A  special  new  feature  has  been  the  starting  of  a  kin- 
dergarten department,  which  consists  of  about  eighty 
children  between  the  ages  of  four  and  seven,  partly  made 
up  of  children  belonging  to  the  day  kindergarten,  with 
others.  The  class  is  taught  by  the  day  kindergartner, 
and  the  aim  is  to  conduct  the  class,  so  far  as  adaptable, 
with  kindergarten  methods. 

The  collections  of  the  school  for  the  year  amounted  to 
about  $570,  an  increase  over  the  preceding  year  of  $25  ; 
or,  including  a  special  collection  of  about  $150  taken  for 
Bethany  church,  the  total  was  S729.10.  According  to 
the  standing  arrangement,  one-half  of  the  receipts  are 
paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  board  for  the  general  ex- 
penses, and  one-half  is  contributed  to  general  missionary 
and  philanthropic  objects. 

The  Secular  and  Sunday-school  Libraries  have  been 
used  about  as  during  the  preceding  year.  The  question 
is  under  discussion  as  to  whether  it  may  not  be  advisable 
and  practicable  to  consolidate  these  two  libraries,  and 
then  open  it  to  the  general  public  as  a  free  library,  under 
proper  restrictions.  A  committee  now  has  this  under 
discussion. 

The  work  of  the  Fresh  Air  Fund  was  conducted  as 
usual.  One  hundred  and  seventy-three  children  were 
sent  to  the  country  for  two  weeks  each  through  the 
Tribune.  Twenty-six  older  children  and  young  people 
were  also  sent  for  a  like  period,  and  transportation  only 
was  furnished  to  twelve  others.  Seventy-five  families 
were  sent  to  the  seashore  for  a  day's  outing.  The  cost  of 
the  work  was  about  $271.32. 

The  Christmas  entertainment  was  furnished  as  usual, 
at  a  cost  of  about  $325,  and  presents  provided  for  one 
thousand  children. 
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As  the  Young  Men's  Institute  has  taken  charge  of  the 
summer  excursion  for  two  seasons,  no  special  outing  for 
the  school  was  arranged.  Care  was  taken,  however,  that 
all  the  children  otherwise  unable  to  attend  were  pro- 
vided with  free  tickets  for  the  institute  excursion. 

In  closing  this  report  two  points  need  to  be  especially 
emphasized.  First,  there  is  great  need  of  a  more  inti- 
mate relation  to  this  work  on  the  part  of  many  of  our 
people.  The  personal  presence  of  more  members  of 
Broadway  Tabernacle  at  the  various  meetings  of  Bethany 
church  and  Sunday-school  would  have  marked  effects 
upon  all  the  work. 

Second,  the  problem  is  worthy  of  consideration  in  the 
near  future  whether  the  present  location  of  the  Bethany 
work  is  the  most  suitable  and  strategic  for  the  develop- 
ment of  a  strong,  independent  church,  and  whether 
plans  should  not  be  considered  for  moving  Bethany  to  a 
site  in  the  vicinity  of  Eighth  Avenue,  and  providing  it 
with  a  suitable  equipment  for  a  broad  and  aggressive 
work,  such  as  this  section  of  the  city  needs  now  more 
than  any  other.  Here  is  a  magnificent  opportunity  for 
one  or  more  persons  of  wealth  who  desire  to  place  some 
of  it  where  it  will  render  powerful  and  ever-increasing 
service  long  after  they  themselves  have  passed  away. 
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Hamilton  S.  Gordon,  in  account  with  Bethany  Subscription, 
for  the  year  1896. 


Special  collection  for  expenses  until  Easter,  1896  : 

Cash     $413  48 

Pledges    25700  $67048 

Easter  Sunday  collection  : 

Loose  cash  on  plate   $461  87 

Cash  subscriptions   560  00 

Pledges   876  00    1,897  87 

Amount  received  since  the  Easter  collection  : 

Cash  $1,146  38 

Pledges   775  00     1,921  38 


14,489  73 

Paid  direct  to  Treasurer  of  the  Broad- 
way Tabernacle  $1,457  87 

Collected  and  paid  to  Treasurer  of 

Broadway  Tabernacle  2,901  36 

Still  due  to  be  collected  after  January 

1,  1897  •     130  50  $4,489  73 


Audited  and  found  correct. — Irving  C.  Gaylord.  , 
New  York,  January  18,  i8q"j. 


Of  the  above  amount  Bethany  church  has  paid  $132 
in  addition  to  $925,  which  they  raised  for  sexton,  gas, 
etc.;  and  Bethany  Sunday-school  has  paid  $231.86 
towards  the  general  expenses. 

There  is  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Broad- 
way Tabernacle  $1,163.66,  with  the  pledges  still  due  of 
$130.50,  making  a  total  of  $1,294.16,  to  meet  the  expenses 
until  Easter,  1897. 
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ESTIMATE   FOR  1897. 

Pastor's  salary  $1,500  00 

Organist,  choir  leader  and  pianos   500  00 

Church  printing   25  00 

Lady  missionary   600  00 

Sunday-school  papers     125  00 

Printing  for  Sunday-school   5000 

Supplies   125  00 

Stamps,  stationery,  collecting  subscriptions   35  00 

Secular  and  Sunday-school  libraries   25  00 

Boys'  Club   100  00 

Poor  and  sick   150  00 

Christmas  entertainment   350  00 

Sexton,  gas,  etc                                ..    925  00 

$4,510  00 


Of  this  amount  of  $4,510,  Bethany  church  has  agreed 
to  raise  $1,165,  and  Bethany  Sunday-school  one-half  of 
its  entire  contribution,  which  will  probably  amount  to 
about  $3°°-  Deducting  these  two  amounts,  there  remains 
$3,045  to  be  raised  by  the  Broadway  Tabernacle  Church. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

CHAS.  L.  MEAD,  l 

EDWARD  F.  BROWNING,  /    „  , 

'  Bethany 


SILAS  H.  PAINE, 
HAMILTON  S.  GORDON, 
WILLIAM  GRAFF, 


Board. 


January  14,  i8g6. 


ADMISSION  OF  MEMBERS, 
ARTICLES   AND   RULES   OF   THE  CHURCH 
AND  SOCIETY, 

WITH 

STATISTICS  OF  MEMBERSHIP 
AND  PEW-HOLDERS. 


ADMISSION  OF  MEMBERS. 


CREED. 

a  church  of  Jesus  Christ,  associated  in  accordance 
^hz>  with  the  teachings  of  the  New  Testament,  for  the 
public  worship  of  God,  for  the  observance  of  gospel 
sacraments  and  ordinances,  for  mutual  edification  and 
encouragement  in  the  Christian  life,  and  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom,  we  declare  our 
union  in  faith  and  love  with  all  who  love  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. 

Receiving  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Tes- 
taments as  the  word  of  God,  and  the  only  infallible  rule 
of  religious  faith  and  practice,  we  confess  our  faith  in 
the  one  living  and  true  God,  revealed  as  the  Father,  the 
Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost ;  the  Creator  and  Preserver  of 
all  things,  whose  purposes  and  providence  extend  to  all 
events,  and  who  exercises  a  righteous  government  over 
all  his  creatures. 

We  believe  in  the  universal  sinfulness  and  ruin  of  our 
race,  since  "  by  one  man  sin  entered  into  the  world,  and 
death  by  sin,  and  so  death  passed  upon  all  men,  for  that 
all  have  sinned." 

We  believe  that  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God, 
having  taken  upon  himself  our  nature,  has  by  his  obedi- 
ence, sufferings,  and  death  provided  a  way  of  salvation 
for  all  mankind;  and  that  through  faith  in  his  name 
whosoever  will  may  be  saved. 

We  believe  that  although  salvation  is  offered  freely  to 
all,  they  only  repent  and  believe  in  Christ  who,  in  thus 
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obeying  the  gospel,  are  regenerated  by  the  Holy  Spirit  ; 
and  that  all  who  are  thus  regenerated  are  "  kept  by  the 
power  of  God,  through  faith,  unto  salvation." 

We  believe  that  there  is  a  day  appointed  in  which  God 
will  raise  the  dead  and  judge  the  world  ;  that  the  wicked 
shall  "  go  away  into  everlasting  punishment,  and  the 
righteous  into  life  eternal." 

CONFESSION  OF  PERSONS    RECEIVED  UPON  CONFESSION 
OF  THEIR  FAITH. 

Dearly  beloved,  you  have  come  to  confess  Christ 
before  men,  and  publicly  to  dedicate  yourselves  to  God. 
You  avow  your  personal  sense  of  the  love  of  God  in 
the  forgiveness  of  your  sins,  and  you  believe  that  the 
Holy  Spirit  has  wrought  in  you  that  change  of  heart  by 
which  you  are  enabled  to  put  your  trust  for  salvation 
wholly  in  Christ  and  to  enter  upon  a  new  life.  Trusting 
that  he  who  hears  and  answers  prayer  will  uphold  and 
strengthen  you,  you  do  give  yourselves  to  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  to  be  his  disciples,  receiving  him  as  your  only 
Priest  and  Propitiation,  your  great  Teacher,  Lawgiver, 
and  King;  you  dedicate  yourselves  to  God  as  the  object  of 
your  highest  love,  and  to  his  service  as  your  highest  joy. 

In  this  solemn  consecration  you  do  now  join  with 
us  in  the  following  confession  :  I  believe  in  God  the 
Father  Almighty,  Maker  of  heaven  and  earth,  and 
in  Jesus  Christ,  his  only  Son,  our  Lord  ;  who  was 
conceived  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  born  of  the  Virgin  Mary, 
suffered  under  Pontius  Pilate,  was  crucified,  dead  and 
buried ;  the  third  day  he  arose  from  the  dead  ;  he  as- 
cended into  heaven,  and  sitteth  at  the  right  hand  of  God 
the  Father  Almighty  ;  from  thence  he  shall  come  to 
judge  the  quick  and  the  dead. 
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I    believe    in    the    Holy   Ghost,  the   holy  catholic 

church  ;  the  communion  of  saints  ;  the  forgiveness  of 

sins;  the  resurrection  of  the  body;  and  the  life  ever- 
lasting. Amen. 

[The  following  shall  be  omitted  if  none  have  been  baptized.] 

You  who  in  childhood  were  admitted  by  baptism  to  a 
place  in  the  covenant  of  God,  do  now,  for  yourselves, 
assume  its  full  obligations  and  privileges. 

[The  following  shall  be  omitted  if  all  have  been  baptized.] 

You  who  have  had  no  part  by  baptism  among  the 
people  of  God,  do  now  accept  the  seal  of  the  covenant. 

[Baptism  shall  here  be  administered  to  such  as  have  not  been  baptized.] 
ADDRESS  TO  THOSE  UNITING   BY  LETTER. 

Beloved  friends,  who  have  been  recommended  to  our 
communion  by  the  churches  to  which  you  have  belonged, 
in  the  love  of  a  common  Master,  we  welcome  you  to  our 
joys  and  our  labors,  trusting  that  you  will  both  receive 
comfort  and  strength  and  impart  the  same  to  us. 

COVENANT   FOR  ALL. 

In  uniting  with  this  church  you  do  all  promise  to  obey 
the  commands  and  walk  with  us  in  the  ordinances  of  the 
gospel,  to  cherish  the  fellowship  of  this  church  to  whose 
creed  you  have  just  listened,  to  attend  and  according  to 
your  ability  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  its  worship, 
to  aid  in  its  labors,  and  as  far  as  in  you  lies  to  pro- 
mote its  purity,  peace  and  prosperity.  Do  you  thus 
promise  ? 

We,  then,  the  members  of  this  church 

[Here  all  the  members  of  the  church  will  arise.] 

affectionately  receive  you    into    our   communion  and 
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welcome  you  into  this  fellowship  with  us  in  the  blessings 
of  the  gospel  and  the  service  of  our  Divine  Redeemer. 
We  promise  with  God's  help  to  walk  with  you  in  Christian 
love  and  tenderness,  and  to  aid  you  in  discharging  the 
duties  which  you  have  this  day  assumed,  by  our  sympa- 
thies, our  counsels  and  our  prayers. 
For  this  cause 

[Here  all  bow  the  head  in  prayer.] 

we  make  supplication  unto  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  that  he  would  grant  you,  according  to  the  riches 
of  his  glory,  to  be  strengthened  with  might  by  his  Spirit 
in  the  inner  man  ;  that  Christ  may  dwell  in  your  hearts 
by  faith  ;  that  ye,  being  rooted  and  grounded  in  love, 
may  be  able  to  comprehend  with  all  saints  what  is  the 
breadth  and  length  and  depth  and  height,  and  to  know 
the  love  of  Christ  which  passeth  knowledge. 

The  Lord  bless  you  and  keep  you  ;  the  Lord  make  his 
face  to  shine  upon  you  and  be  gracious  unto  you  ;  the 
Lord  lift  up  his  countenance  upon  you,  and  give  you 
peace. 

Now  unto  him  who  is  able  to  keep  you  from  falling, 
and  to  present  you  faultless  before  the  presence  of  his 
glory  with  exceeding  joy,  to  the  only  wise  God  our 
Saviour  be  glory  and  majesty,  dominion  and  power,  both 
now  and  forever.  Amen. 

[Here  the  Pastor  in  behalf  of  the  church  shall  give  to  each  the  right  hand  of 
fellowship.] 
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ARTICLES  OF  THE  CHURCH 
AND  SOCIETY. 


OON  after  the  organization  of  the  society,  October 
2nd,  1840,  as  a  religious  corporation,  the  following 
articles  were  adopted  both  by  the  church  and  society,  as 
the  basis  of  union  and  cooperation  : 

I.  The  congregation  shall  hold  the  property,  and  re- 
ceive the  income,  and  make  all  pecuniary  engagements, 
appropriations  and  payments. 

II.  In  calling  a  pastor,  the  congregation  and  church 
will  act  as  concurrent  bodies — a  majority  of  each  being 
necessary  to  constitute  a  call;  the  church  nominating 
and  the  congregation  confirming  or  rejecting  the  nomi- 
nation. 

III.  The  committee  of  the  church  will  provide  for  the 
supply  of  the  pulpit  when  there  is  no  settled  pastor, 
making  the  necessary  arrangements  for  singing,  and,  in 
general,  for  the  ordinary  celebration  of  religious  worship  ; 
and  the  congregation  will  liquidate  all  reasonable  ex- 
penses thereby  incurred.  Provided,  that  if  the  congre- 
gation choose  to  do  so,  they  shall  always  have  a  right  to 
make  the  committee  a  joint  committee,  by  putting  on  it 
as  many  members  of  the  congregation  as  have  been 
elected  from  the  church. 
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PERMANENT  RULES  OF  THE 
CHURCH. 


1.  The  permanent  officers  of  this  church  shall  be  a  pas- 
tor or  pastors,  and  deacons.  There  shall  also  be  elected 
annually  a  clerk,  a  treasurer,  superintendents  of  the 
Sunday-schools  of  the  church,  and  four  brethren,  who, 
with  the  permanent  officers,  shall  constitute  a  committee 
for  the  general  oversight  of  the  interests  of  the  church. 
This  committee  shall  provide  for  the  supply  of  the  pulpit 
in  cases  of  emergency ;  they  shall  designate  the  objects  of 
benevolence  to  be  brought  before  the  church  for  its  con- 
tributions ;  they  shall  confer  with  persons  who  offer 
themselves  for  admission,  and  report  to  the  church  at  a 
service  prior  to  that  at  which  they  are  elected  the 
names  of  all  whom  they  deem  suitable  candidates.  They 
may  also  transfer  the  regular  prayer  meeting  to  another 
evening  of  the  same  week. 

2.  All  officers  of  the  church  shall  be  elected  by  ballot, 
and  without  any  public  nomination,  unless  a  committee 
shall  be  appointed  for  that  purpose.  If  such  committee 
be  appointed,  the  name  proposed  by  the  officers  and 
teachers  of  the  Sunday-school  for  superintendent  shall 
be  received  and  considered  by  such  nominating  committee. 
When  a  vacancy  occurs  in  any  office,  the  clerk  shall  notify 
the  church  of  the  same  at  the  first  business  meeting 
thereafter  ;  and  the  church  shall  designate  a  time  for  fill- 
ing such  vacancy,  of  which  notice  shall  be  given  on  the 
Sabbath  preceding. 
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3.  The  church  shall  meet  for  prayer  and  conference 
on  Wednesday  evening  of  each  week.  The  Lord's 
Supper  will  be  administered  on  the  first  Sabbaths  of 
February,  April,  June,  October  and  December,  and  the 
prayer  meetings  next  preceding  these  Sabbaths  shall  be 
also  business  meetings,  at  which  any  matter  relating  to 
the  interests  of  the  church  may  be  introduced  ;  the 
annual  meeting  shall  be  held  on  the  Wednesday  evening 
preceding  the  last  Wednesday  in  January  ;  at  which  the 
committee  and  the  treasurer  of  the  church  and  of  the 
deacon's  fund  shall  present  their  reports,  and  the  officers 
for  the  ensuing  year  shall  be  elected. 

Upon  the  requisition  of  ten  brethren,  in  writing,  the 
clerk  shall  call  a  special  meeting  for  business,  by  causing 
a  notice  to  be  read  from  the  pulpit  on  the  Sabbath  pre- 
ceding such  meeting. 

No  business  shall  be  transacted  at  any  meeting  other 
than  the  business  meetings  herein  provided,  except  the 
consideration  of  requests  to  participate  in  ecclesiastical 
councils,  and  applications  for  contributions  at  the  time 
for  special  objects  of  benevolence;  which  requests  and 
contributions  shall  be  in  order  at  any  meeting. 

4.  Admission  to  membership  shall  be  by  the  election 
of  the  church  at  a  business  meeting  (at  which  candidates 
are  expected  to  be  present)  and  by  publicly  joining  in 
the  covenant  at  a  communion  service. 

5.  Requests  for  letters  of  dismission  may  be  announced 
at  any  of  the  services  of  the  church  ;  and  if  no  objection 
is  made  to  the  clerk,  he  shall  issue  to  the  applicant  the 
customary  certificate,  which  shall  be  valid  only  one  year 
from  its  date,  at  which  time  his  or  her  relation  to  this 
church  shall  terminate,  unless  such  certificate  shall  have 
been  returned  to  the  clerk. 
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6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  report  to 
the  church,  from  time  to  time,  the  names  of  those  mem- 
bers who  have  removed  from  the  city  without  requesting 
letters  of  dismission,  and  of  those  who  are  habitually 
absent  from  Sabbath  services  and  the  communion-table 
of  the  church,  for.  such  action  as  may  be  deemed  proper 
in  the  premises  ;  it  being  understood  that  this  rule  does 
not  supersede  the  responsibility  of  individuals  to  labor 
personally  to  recover  such  as  may  fall  into  error  or  sin, 
and,  if  need  be,  to  bring  their  cases  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  church.  A  supplemental  roll,  to  be  known  as  the 
"  Absentee  Roll,"  shall  be  kept,  to  which  shall  be  trans- 
ferred from  time  to  time  the  names  of  those  absent  mem- 
bers whose  residences  are  unknown  or  who  are  habitually 
absent  from  the  services  of  the  church  for  reasons  unex- 
plained, and  against  whom  the  church  does  not  feel 
prepared  to  proceed  by  way  of  discipline  ;  and  as  these 
are  self-suspended  members  the  church  and  its  officers 
are  relieved  from  the  duty  of  active  watch  and  care  in 
respect  to  them. 

7.  All  questions  shall  be  determined  by  a  majority  of 
the  adult  members  present  on  the  occasion  ;  with  this 
exception — that  the  articles  of  faith,  covenant,  form  of 
admission,  or  permanent  rules  shall  not  be  altered  but 
by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  at  an  annual  meeting  ;  notice  of 
the  intention  to  propose  alterations,  and  a  statement  of 
the  substance  of  such  alterations,  having  been  submitted 
at  a  previous  business  meeting. 
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RULES  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 


1.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  society  of  the  Broadway 
Tabernacle  shall  be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  suc- 
ceeding the  first  Monday  in  November  in  each  year  for 
the  purpose  of  hearing  the  report  of  the  trustees,  filling 
the  yearly  and  other  vacancies  in  the  board  of  trustees, 
and  generally  for  the  transaction  of  such  other  business 
as  may  then  be  properly  brought  before  the  society. 

2.  The  board  of  trustees  shall  consist  of  six  members, 
until  otherwise  directed  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  of  the  society  present,  and  voting  at  an  annual 
meeting ;  and  two  of  these  shall  be  elected  annually  for 
the  term  of  three  years  from  the  first  of  December  fol- 
lowing. 

3.  All  vacancies  in  the  board  of  trustees,  by  death, 
removal  or  otherwise,  shall  be  filled  in  the  same  manner, 
and  with  the  same  public  notice  given  as  at  the  regular 
annual  election. 

4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  board  of  trustees  to  keep 
a  record  of  their  proceedings,  and  to  make  a  report  to 
the  society  at  its  annual  meeting.  The  board  shall  also 
cause  a  treasurer's  report  to  be  made  annually  to  show 
the  financial  condition  of  the  society,  and  submit  an 
estimate  of  the  sum  which  it  may  appear  to  them  neces- 
sary to  raise  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  society,  other 
than  the  pastor's  salary,  for  the  ensuing  year. 
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5.  At  each  election  the  inspectors  of  election  shall 
preside  in  front  of  the  audience  with  a  box  for  the  recep- 
tion of  ballots. 

6.  The  payment  of  pew  rent  to  the  trustees  shall  be 
considered  the  only  mode  of  contributing  to  the  support 
of  this  society  ;  and  every  person  who  hires  from  them  a 
pew  or  one  or  more  sittings,  shall  be  deemed  to  have 
thereby  requested  that  his  or  her  name  be  registered  as  a 
member  of  the  society,  and  the  clerk  is  hereby  directed 
to  enter  such  names  upon  the  register  accordingly.* 

7.  Any  person  who  at  any  time  ceases  to  be  a  stated 
attendant  upon  divine  worship  with  this  church  and 
society,  or  whose  pew  rent  shall  be  twelve  months  in 
arrears,!  shall  be  considered  as  having  withdrawn  from 
membership  in  the  society,  and  shall  not  be  entitled  to 
vote.  Neither  shall  any  person  be  allowed  to  vote  at 
any  meeting  of  this  society  who  does  not  possess  the 
statute  qualifications  of  an  elector. 

8.  Special  meetings  of  the  society  may  be  called  by 
the  board  of  trustees  ;  also  by  the  written  request  of 
fifteen  members  of  the  society.  Public  notice  of  such 
special  meeting  shall  be  given  in  the  church,  or  other 
place  of  worship  of  this  society,  at  least  ten  days  before 
the  meeting. 

These  by-laws  maybe  altered  only  at  an  annual  meeting 
by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  society  pres- 
ent and  voting.  Notice  of  the  intention  to  propose  alter- 
ations, and  a  statement  in  writing  of  such  alterations,  must 
be  submitted  to  the  society  at  a  previous  business  meeting. 

*  Section  85  of  Chapter  723  of  the  Laws  of  New  York,  1895.  makes  members  of 
the  church  members  of  the  corporation  also,  in  addition  to  those  here  specified. 

t  Pew  rents  are  due  and  payable  in  advance  on  the  first  days  of  May  and 
November. 
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At  a  regular  meeting  of  the  Broadway  Taber- 
nacle Church,  held  May  ijth,  i8q6,  the  following 
minute  was  unanimously  adopted : 

Whereas,  this  church  has  suffered  the  loss  of  one  of 
its  oldest  and  most  highly  esteemed  officers, 

AUSTIN  ABBOTT,  LL.D., 

who  died  on  the  19th  of  April,  1896,  it  is  fitting  that  we 
should  place  upon  our  records  some  memorial  of  the 
esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  us,  and  our  sorrow  at  his 

loss  ;  BE  IT  THEREFORE 

Resolved,  that  in  the  death  of  Deacon  Abbott  we  have 
lost  one  upon  whom  for  many  years  this  church  has 
depended  for  wise  counsel,  affectionate  interest  and  faithful 
service.  He  was  ever  watchful  for  opportunities  of  use- 
fulness to  the  church  and  its  interests,  and  ready  to  take 
his  share  of  responsibility  for  its  work  at  home,  and  to  make 
its  influence  felt  in  other  bodies  where  he  appeared  as  its 
representative.  He  will  be  missed  in  the  business  meet- 
ings of  the  church,  and  of  its  officers,  where  his  words 
always  carried  weight,  and  in  the  prayer  and  conference 
meetings,  where  his  words  of  exhortation  touched  the 
hearts  of  those  who  heard,  and  where  his  brethren  delighted 
to  join  with  him  in  prayer.  And  not  less  will  his  loss  be 
felt  in  wider  circles.  As  an  instructor  and  adviser  of 
young  men,  and  as  a  director  and  counsellor  in  benevolent 
and  philanthropic  associations,  his  place  will  not  soon 
be  filled. 

Resolved,  that  we  extend  our  affectionate  sympathy  to 
the  family  of  our  deceased  brother,  and  our  prayer  that  the 
God  whom  he  loved  and  trusted  may  support  and  comfort 
them  in  their  bereavement. 

A  true  copy  of  the  record. 

Attest:    Wm.  Ives  Washburn, 

Clerk. 


MEMBERS 

OF  THE 

BROADWAY  TABERNACLE  CHURCH, 


January  1st,  1897. 


Male  Members,  309;  Female  Members,  421  ;  Total,  730. 


The  dates  indicate  the  year  of  uniting  with  the  church. 
Roman  letters  indicate  united  on  certificate  from  another  church. 
Italic  letters  indicate  united  on  confession  of  faith. 


1874 
1889 
1894 
1869 

1861 
1878 
1880 
1881 
1887 
1885 
1885 
1893 
1895 
1895 

1873 
1873 

1882 
1873 

1875 
1877 
1878 
1880 
1880 
1880 
1880 
1893 


Abbott,  Anna  (wid.  Austin)  1858 
Abegg,  Sarah  H.  (Henry)  1888 
Abegg,  John  H. 
Abernethy,  Sarah  M. 

(wid.  Chas. ) 
Abernethy,  Cornelia 
Adams,  Union 
Adams,  Union,  Jr. 
Adams,  Grace 
Adams,  Lawrence  P. 
Agnevv,  Elizabeth 
Agnew,  Mary 
Almquist,  Peter 
Angel,  Bernard 
Angel,  Fanny  B. 

(Bernard) 
Angevine,  Onderdonk 
Angevine,  Eunice  Esther 

( Onderdonk) 
Angevine,  Louis  0. 
Angus,  Thomas 


1888 
1861 

1887 
1871 
1875 
1875 
1879 
1879 
1888 
1867 
1867 
1886 

1886 
1879 
1879 

1874 


Baker,  John  F.  1874 
Baker,  Julia  E.  {John  E.)  1878 
Baker,  Clara  A.  1890 
Barnes,  Agnes  (Mrs.) 
Barnes,  Maggie  1861 
Barnes,  Grace  M. 
Barnum,  Augustine  1882 
Barrett,  Laura  A. 


Barrows,  Henry  M. 
Barry,  John  F. 
Barry,  Sarah  A.  (John  F.) 
Bartlett,  Jane  W. 

(wid.  Edward  G.) 
Bartlett,  Jennie 
Bartlett,  Mary  M. 
Bates,  Mary 
Bates,  William  G. 
Bates,  George  B. 
Beach,  Emily  V.  A.  (Mrs.) 
Beck,  Emma  R. {Cornelius) 
Bell,  Clark 

Bell,  Helene  S.  (Clark) 
Bell,  Angeline  A. 

(wid.  Charles) 
Bell,  Stella  A. 
Bellamy,  Albert 
Bellamy,  Charlotte  E. 

(Albert) 
Benedict,  Jane  M. 

(wid.  Charles  W.) 
Benedict,  Fanny  L. 
Benedict,  Atina  C. 
Benedict,  Martha  Roe 

(Edgar  G.) 
Berry,  Anne  E. 

(wid.  Thomas  S.) 
Bigelow,  Mary  J. 

(Charles  E.) 
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1882    Blauvelt,  Emma  L. 

(wid. David  J.) 
1871    Bliss,  Cornelius  N. 
1871    Bliss,  Elizabeth  M. 

(Cornelius  N.) 

1875  Bliss ;  Lizzie  P. 

1890  Bliss,  Cornelius  N.,  Jr. 
1896    Bliss,  Charles  B. 

1893  Blodgett,  Isaac  D. 
1893    Blodgett,  Mary  L. 

(Isaac  D. ) 
1893    Blodgett,  Harriette 
1878    Bloomfield,  Mary  (J.  J.) 
1884    Bloomfield,  Florence 
1886    Bloomfield,  Walter 

1891  Bogardus,  Emma 
1873    Borden,  Matthew  C.  D. 

1873  Borden,  Harriet  M. 

(Matthew  CD.) 
1884    Borden,  Bertram  H. 

1890  Borden,  Matthew  S. 

1891  Borden ,  Howard  S. 

1876  Bostwick,  Homer,  Jr. 
1876    Boswell,  John  H 

1882  Boswell,  Sarah  H. 

(John  H.) 
1896    Boyajian,  Nishan  M. 

1883  Boyd,  Irving  P. 
1875    Bradford,  Mary  H. 

(  William) 
1888    Brainerd,  Cephas,  Jr. 
1888    Brainerd,  Harriet  A. 

(Cephas,  Jr.) 

1874  Bremer,  Mary  R. 

(JohnL.) 
1888    Bridgman,  Burt  N. 
1888    Brinkerhoff,  James  T. 
1886    Brooks,  George  W. 
1882    Brooks,  Jane  Louisa 

(George  W.) 
1891    Brooks,  Charles  D. 
1873    Brown,  William  P. 
1873    Brown,  Annie  R. 

(Wm.  P.) 
1878    Brown,  John  J. 
1878    Brown,  Mary  C. 

1884  Brown,  Edward  J. 
1873    Browning,  Edward  F. 
1873    Browning,  Lucy  A. 

(Edw.  F.) 


1886  Browning,  Lucy  Florence 
1893  Browning,  Edward  W. 
1875  Browning,  Sarah 

1881  Bruce,  Charles  E. 

1881  Bruce,  Emma  M. 

(Charles  E.) 

1893  Bruce,  Charles  A. 

1883  Bryan,  William 

1878  Bryan,  Annie  V.  (Wm.) 

1888  Bryan,  foseph  H. 

1887  Bryan,  fessie  B. 

{foseph  H. ) 

1877  Bryant,  AnnetteA.Qos.  D.) 

1889  Bryant,  Florence  Annette 

1872  Bugbee,  Marcia  S. 
1881  Burr,  Mary  E.  (Mrs.) 
1881  Burr,  Margaret  B. 
1881  Burr,  Mary  B. 

1873  Burt,  Frederick 
1875  Bush,  Caroline  E. 

1858  Cady,  A.  Stoyel 

1883  Caldwell,  Nellie  M.  (Mrs.) 

1879  Caldwell,  John  A. 
1852  Calkins,  Mary  C. 

(wid.  ATorman  A.) 

1887  Cameron,  fessie 

1873  Caney,  William 
1875  Carey,  William 

1861  Carey,  Mary  (T.  W.) 

1877  Carey,  Robert  E. 

1895  Carlberg,  Carl f. 

1881  Carney,  Sydney  H.,  fr. 

1889  Carney,  Hortense  A. 

1881  Carpenter,  Frank  B. 

1889  Carrier,  J.  J.  (Miss) 

1883  Carstein,  Martha  E. 

(wid.  Theodore) 

1893  Carstein,  Fannie  P. 

1893  Carstein,  Ferdinand 

1885  Chamberlin,  Gertrude  f. 

1874  Chase,  Clara  f. 

1886  Cheney,  Ruth  L. 

(Knight  D. ) 

1875  Chittenden,  Bessie  B. 

1894  ChuFuKinPai 
1891  Chu  Shuey 
1886  Cilley,  John  K. 

1888  Cilley,  Arthur  H. 
1866  Clapp,  A.  Huntington 
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1866    Clapp,  Emily  P.  (A.  H.)  1876 

1875    Clapp,  Henry  L.  1887 

1875    Clark,  George  H.  1863 

1868  Clay,  Alice  (  W.  W.)  1867 
1887  Cleaveland,  Trumbull  W.  1895 
1887    Cleaveland,  Antoinette  H.  1895 

(Trumbull  W.)  1862 

1869  Clift,  William,  Jr.  1852 
1893    Close,  Martha  1888 

1882  Clow,  Emma  J. 

1890  Cobb,  L.  Henry  1891 
1890    Cobb,  Harriet  J.  (L.  Henry)  1890 

1889  Cochran,  Caroline  A. 

1869    Coffin,  Frederick  E.  1890 

1S72    Colcord,  Samuel  1868 

1880    Colcord,  Alice  B.  1869 

(Samuel)  1894 

1883  Concklin,  Catharine  A.  1894 
1863  Connolly,  Elizabeth  1885 
1896    Cook,  Roland  C.  1883 

1890  Cook,  Carrie  C. 

(Roland  C.)  1890 

1874  Cooke,  George  T.  1881 
1886    Corsa,  Oliver  H.  1869 

1886  Corsa,  Eleanor  W. 

(Oliver  H.)  1877 

1872    Corsa,  Oliver  H.,  Jr.  1861 

1872    Corsa,  James  E.  1879 

1875  Corsa,  Ella  1879 

1887  Corsa,  George  B.  1879 

1888  Cox,  Richard  1880 
1888    Cox,  Mary  E.  (Richard) 

1888    Cox,  MarvL.  1885 

1858    Crehore,  Mary  M.  1882 

(Horace  C.) 
1887    Cumnock,  Thomas  G. 

1869  Curtis,  C.  B.  (Mrs.)  1893 
1877    Cur tiss,  Carrie  A.  1893 

(Edwin  B.)  1893 
1877    Cur  tiss,  Mary  L. 

{Julian  W.)  1893 

1890    Cutter,  Edward  P.  1892 

1876 

1870  Dailey,  Elizabeth  A.  1889 
1893  Dailey,  Amelia  C.  1889 
1880    Daly,  Mary  Louise  1870 

(Joseph  E.)  1886 

1855    Davis,  Louisa  J.  1886 

(wid.  James)  1868 
1883    Davis,  David  D. 


DeBaun,  £  drain 
Demond,  Charles  M. 
Dempscy,  Alary  R. 
Dickerson,  George  N. 
Dimmick,  Ellen  W. 
Ditjen,  Isabella  (Mrs.) 
Dodge,  William  A. 
Dorman,  Richard  A. 
Dorman,  Mary  A. 

(Richard  A.) 
Douglas,  John 
Douglass,  Sarah  E.  (wid. 

David) 
Douglass,  Clara 
Downey,  John  R. 
Dozvney,  Mary  LA  John  R.) 
Downey,  John  Irving 
Downey,  Mary  A. 
Downey,  Robert  K. 
Downs",  Ella  R. 

(Marcus  E.) 
Driggs,  Julia  R.  V. 
Du  Bois,  Addie  E. 
Dudley,  Elizabeth  G. 

(wid.  Daniel  B.) 
Dun,  Mary  D.  (R.  G.) 
Dunham,  James  H. 
Dunham,  Harriet  L. 
Dunham,  Helen  B. 
Dtmham,  Lilian  H. 
Duval,  Jennie  B. 

(wid.  H  H.) 
Duval,  William  H. 
Dwight,  Mary  B. 

(wid.  Henry) 

Early,  Martin  H. 
Eastman,  Adelbert  L. 
Eastman,  Josephine  A. 

(Adelbert  L.) 
Eckhardt,  Clarence  A. 
Edgell,  George  S. 
Emerson,  Delia  E. 
Emmons,  Charles 
Emmons,  Ella  J. 
Evans,  Josiah  Daniel 
Evans,  Frank  S. 
Evans,  Emma  L.  (Frank  S.) 
Everett,  Sarah  A.  (Mrs.) 
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1894  Everitt,  Catherine  L.  1894 

(wid.  Edward) 

1847 

1895  Fair,  Thomas  A. 

1895  Fair,  Annie  C.  1891 

(Thomas  A.) 

1884  Fairman,  James  1878 
1883  Farwell,  John  K.  1877 
1883    Farwell,  Charlotte  L. 

(John  K.)  1843 

1868  Faxon,  William  H. 

1883    Findlay,  Annie  1863 

1S90    Fish,  Annie  1877 

1896  Fish,  Agnes  L.  1877 
1862    Fisher,  Elizabeth  R. 

1886    Fisher,  Irving  R.  1889 

1886    Fisher,  Carrie  B.  1887 

(Irving  R.)  1861 

1869  Fisher,  Edward  D.  1864 
1875    Fisher,  Nathaniel  C.  1864 

1885  Fisher,  Harris  B.  1877 
1864  Fisher,  Joel  E.  1877 
1893  Fisher,  Vieva  P.  (Joel  E.)  1877 
1867    Fitch,  Emma  L.  1884 

(wid.  Chauncey  P.)  1878 

1875    Fitch,  Charles  L.  1878 

1S79  Fitts,  Friend  P.  1886 
1879    Fitts,  Mary  D.  {Friend P.)  1 886 

1877    Fleming,  Tulia  1888 

1891    Fleming,  Robert  B.  1888 

1891    Fleming,  Mary  A.  1884 

(wid.  William  E.)  188? 
1867    Folsom,  Jennie  H.{Charles)  1861 

1S66    Foote,  Frances  W.  1878 

(wid.  E.  Hubert)  1876 
1867    Foote,  Horace  A. 

1883  Foote,  Horace  C.  1891 
1S83    Foster,  Melinda  1864 

{wid.  W.  H.)  1863 

1S87    Foster,  Jennie  L.  1863 

1889    Foster,  William  H  1887 

1884  Foulds,  John  1888 
1884  Foulds,  Eliza  B.  (John)  1880 
1879  Fowler,  Franklin  H.  1895 
1879    Fowler,  Julia  I.  (Frank-  1S75 

lin  H.)  1887 
1879    Franklin,  Lilian  T. 

{Ruford)  1877 

1884    Freeland,  Henry  L.  1877 


1884    Freeland,  Mary  (Henry  L.)  1886 


Freeman,  Amelia 

(wid.  Alfred) 
Frisbie,  Joanna  E. 

(wid.  Myron  J.) 
Fung  Hong 

Gardiner,  William  C. 
Gardiner,  Jentiie  S. 

{John  C.  F.) 
Gates,  Hannah  AT. 

{wid.  W.  H.) 
Gavit,  William  E. 
Gay  lord,  Augustus 
Gaylord,  Martha  C. 

(Augustus) 
Gaylord,  Irving  C. 
Gcrmaine,  Lida 
Gilbert,  Cassius  M. 
Gillie,  George 
Gillie,  Isabella  {Geo.) 
Gillies,  Wright 
Gillies,  Annie  L.  (Wright) 
Gillies,  Robert  B. 
Gillies,  Edith  M. 
Gillies,  James  W. 
Gillies,  Anna  E.  (J.  W.) 
Gillies,  Janet  (wid.  James) 
Gillies,  Agnes  M. 
Gilson,  William  X. 
Gilson,  Walter 
Glover,  William  H. 
Godson,  George  H. 
Gordon,  Hamilton  S. 
Gordon,  Elizabeth  (H.  S.) 
Gorman,  Gertrude  A. 

{S.  Jennings) 
Grace,  Carrie  E. 
Gray,  Harriet  {wid.  Wm.) 
Gray,  Mary  H. 
Gray,  Hannah  (Moses) 
Gray,  Henry 
Gray,  Julia  F.  {Henry) 
Green,  Mason  A. 
Green,  Aurora  T.  (Horace) 
Greene,  Lewis  D. 
Greene,  Jennie  M.  A. 

(Lewis  D.) 
Griffen,  Benjamin 
Griff  en,  Rena  W.  (Benj.) 
Griffen,  Herbert  H. 
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1888    Griffith,  Mary  J.  1862 

(wid.  Griffith  W.)  1875 

1888    Griffith,  Margarette  E.  1894 

1888    Griffith,  Susan  D.  1875 

1888  Griffith,  Mary  J. 

1895  Grosjean,  Elvina  1874 

1896  Gunn,  Margaret  1875 

1874  Guy,  John  G.  1871 

1887 

1881    Hackley,  Charlotte  F.  1884 

1878  Hall,  George  G.  1890 
1873  Hall,  Henry  Clay  1895 
1861    Hall,  Elial  F.  1894 

1877  Hall,  William  S.  1893 
1887    Hall,  Amanda  M.  1874 

(WilliamS.)  1895 

1883    Hamlin,  Alfred  D.  F.  1878 

1889  Hamlin,  Minnie  F.  M. 

(Alfred  D.  F.)  1886 

1889    Hammann,  Edward  1876 

1893    Hand,  Talmage  S.  1874 

1893  Hand,  Katherine  W.  1874 

(Talmage  S.) 

1861    Hanna,  Anna  Maria  1876 

(John  J.)  1876 

1870  Harrington,  Lewis  W. 

1869    Harrington,  Mary  1889 

[Letvis  W.)  1875 
1891  Harrington,  James  Taylor  1874 
1873    Harris,  Harriet  M.  (Mrs.)  1876 

1881  Harris,  Nathaniel  B. 

1882  Hart,  Mary  E.  1877 
1844    Hart,  Matilda  J.  {Seth)  1886 

1871  Hartley,  Leonora  K.  1881 

( Wilfred)  1881 

1 875  Hatch ,  Frederick  H. 

1879  Hatch,  John  R. 

1880  Hatch,  William  D. 
1880    Hatch,  Lucy  C. 

(William  D.)  1868 

1866    Haviland,  Mary  C.  1875 

(wid.  Charles)  1874 

1894  Hawkesworth, Frederick  E.  1874 
1891    Hawlev,  Sarah 

1878  Hayden,  Harris  H.  1885 
1873    Hayes,  Henry 

1873    Hayes,  Fannie  E.  (Henry)  1884 

1877    Hayes,  Lena  F.  1880 

1880  Haynes,  Caroline  C.  1880 
1887    Haynes,  Louise  De  Forrest  1874 


Hazeltine,  Leonard 

Hazeltine,  Carrie  B. 
Healy,  Mira  C. 
Heather,  Mary  M. 

{wid.  George) 
Herrman,  Carrie 
Her r man,  Barbara 
Hesland,  Elizabeth  J. (Mrs.) 
Hesland,  Mary  W.  H. 
Hodson,  Joseph  F.  P. 
Hods  on,  Grace  May 
Hodson,  Frederick  G. 
Hoffer,  Henri  P. 
Holcombe,  Chester 
Holladay,  Waller 
Hoover,  Edith 
Hopkins,  Eliza  B. 

(wid.  Archibald) 
Hopkins,  James 
Home,  Frederick  W. 
Houghton,  Henry  C. 
Houghton,  M.  Ella  P. 

(Henry  C.) 
Howard,  Henry 
Howard,  Catharine  G. 

{Henry) 
Howard,  John 
Howland,  Susan 
Hubbard,  Henry  W. 
Hunt,  Anna  G. 

{ wid.  Thorn  as  G.) 
Hunt,  Frederick  G. 
Hunter,  Dwight  W. 
Husted,  Theodore  I. 
Husted,  Julia  Alice 

(Theodore  I.) 


1876    Inslee,  Eliza 


Janes,  Mary  S. 
Janes,  Margaret  P. 
Jenkins,  Charles  W. 
Jenkins,  Fanny  Foster 

(Chas.  W.) 
Jennings,  Edith  T. 

{Philip) 
Johnson,  Morris  N. 
Johnston,  William 
Johnston,  Eliza  (William) 
Jones,  Edward  E. 
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18*75    Jones,  Emma  M. 

(Edward  E.) 
1874    Jordan,  Waldo  H. 
1874    Jordan,  Louise  (Waldo  H.) 
1885   Jordan,  Florence  L. 

1890  Jordan,  George  IV. 

1885  Judd,  Lewis  S.,  Jr. 

1891  Ju  Yuk 

1896    Kean,  Abigail  (wid.  James 

1886  Keith,  Horace  A. 

1888  Keith,  Nellie  W. 

(Horace  A. ) 

1880  Kemp,  Annie  A. 

(John  M. ) 
1893    Kemp,  Margaret  H. 

V  George  W.) 
1895    Kemp,  Lillian 

1889  Kemper,  L.  Scott 
1872    Kirkland,  Kate  P. 

(wid.  Henry  B.) 
1876    Kirkland,  H.  Sterling 
1876    Kirkland,  Josephine 

{H  Sterling) 
1858    Knevals,  Caleb  B. 
1882    Knevals,  Emma  G.  H. 

(Stephen  M.) 

1887  Knevals,  Emily 

1890  Knevals,  Charles  P. 
1890    Knevals,  Jessie  B. 

(Charles  P.) 

1882  Ladd,  Frances  V. 

{George  J.) 
1861    Lambert,  Ellen  L. 
1861*   Lambert,  Edward  W. 
1861    Lambert,  Martha  W. 

(Edward  W.) 

1883  Lambert,  Katie 

1878  Lambert,  Alexander 

1881  Lancaster,  Charles  C. 
1872  Lancaster,  Anna  E. 
1872  Lancaster,  Daniel  E. 

1879  Langley.  Zoe  V. 

(Joseph  H.) 
1868    Leavitt,  Sarah  B. 

(wid.  James  T.) 
1886    Lee,  Martin  L. 
1886    Lee,  Marion  B.  (Martin 
1865    Lefler,  Pauline 


1886  Leland,  Sara  E.  (Mrs.) 
1884  Lendrum,  Elizabeth 
1894  Leonard,  George  L. 
1877  Leslie,  Thomas  W. 
1889  Lincoln,  Caroline  T.  (R.P.) 
1894  Lincoln,  Helen 
1855  Link,  Frederick 
1855  Link,  Christina  L. 

(Frederick) 

1876  Link,  Frederick  W. 

1876  Link,  Charles  W. 
1858  Lipe,  Walter 
1862  Lipe,  Melissa  (Walter) 
1875  Little,  Belle  {X.John) 

1893  Little,  Mary  J.  (Francis) 

1868  Logee,  Mary 
(wid.  John  L.) 

1883  Long,  John  D. 

1887  Lyall,  Pamela  W.  (Wm.) 
1887  Lyall,  Jeanette  L. 

1887  Lyall,  Kittie  E. 

1894  Lyall,  Bella  C. 

1888  Lyman,  Charles  W. 

1884  Lyon,  Ella  C.  {Charles  H.) 

1869  McDonald,  Elizabeth  M. 
{wid.  John  G. ) 

1870  McDonald,  Mary  E. 
1860    McGregor,  Mary  M. 

(Henry) 
1881    McGregor,  Willard  H 

1893  McKewan,  Jane  Taylor 

(J-  P.) 

1894  McKinstry,  Isabel 
(Robert) 

1889  McLane,  James  W. 
1889    McLane,  Adelaide  L. 

(James  W.) 

1888  McLane,  Guy  P.. 

1889  McLane,  Thomas  S. 
1874  McLean,  Agnes 

1877  McLean,  Robert 

1878  McNamee,  Margaret  E. 
1889  Maitland,  Robert  L. 
1873  Maitland,  Ellen  M. 

{Robert  L.) 
1873    Marshall,  Elizabeth  D. 
{wid.  James) 
,.)  1893    Marshall,  Grace  B. 

(wid.  Robert) 
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1886    Marshall,  Grace  M.  1875 

1876  Martin,  William  R.  H.  1886 

1877  Martin, W.  H.  (Wm.  R.  H.) 
1881    Martin,  Elizabeth  (Mrs.)  1886 

1881  Martin,  Euphemia  I.  1881 
1896  Martin,  James  1881 
1896    Martin,  Margaret  T. 

(James)  1886 

1896  Martin,  Margaret  E.  1878 
1896    Mar  tut,  Josephine  I. 

1882  Mason,  Euphemia  P.  1883 
1884  Mead,  Charles  L.  1894 
1884    Mead,  Isabella  S.  1866 

(Charles  L.) 
1884    Mead,  Katherine  L. 

1889  Mead,  Larkin  G.  1887 
1894  Mead,  Mabel  C.  1887 
1864    Merrill,  Jane  M.  1893 

(wid.  James)  1865 
1881  "Miles,  Susan  W. 

1858    Miner,  Henry  Clay  1867 

1870    Mirick,  Lucy  E.  1863 

(wid.  Franklin  B.)  1885 

1883  Mirick,  Frank  B. 

1883  Mirick,  Helen  A.  1894 
1894  Mitchell,  Charles  E.  1875 
1894    Mitchell,  Cornelia  E. 

(Charles  E.)  1893 

1894    Mitchell,  George  H.  1879 

1842    Moore,  Sarah  M.  1890 

{wid.  Lansing  C.)  1890 

1884  Moore,  Alice  1890 
1884  Moore,  Naomi  1883 
1876    Mossman,  Evelyn 

{John  M.)  1896 

1890  Munsell,  Harvey  M.  1896 
1890    Munsell,  Mary  Isabel  1895 

1878 

1880    Nash,  Henrietta  B.  1875 

{George  W.)  1876 

1878  Nash,  Fanny  E.  1887 
1878  Nash,  Anna  M.  1893 
1880  Nash,  James  I?.  1874 
1874    Nelson,  Harriet  S.  1894 

{wid.  George  W.)  1875 

1884  Newell,'  Edward  A.  1875 
1884    Newell,  Eliza  A. 

(Edward  A.)  1876 

1890    Newell,  Frank  B.  1888 

1886    Nichols,  James  E.  1891 


Niemann,  Carrie  H.  (F.) 
Noice,  Helen  E. 

{Edward  H. ) 
Noice,  Edward  H. ,  Jr. 
Northrup,  A.  L. 
Northrup,  Carrie  M.  (A.  L.) 

Olds,  Frank  W. 
Olds,  Harriet  E. 

{Frank  W.) 
Osborne,  Electa  C. 
Otis,  F.  Burton 
Owen,  Elizabeth  M. 

(Thomas) 

Paine,  Silas  H. 
Paine,  Mary  S.  (Silas  H.) 
Paine,  Harrington  S. 
Palmer,  Anna  W. 

(Herbert  F.) 
Palmer,  Francis  A. 
Pardee,  Walter 
Pardee,  Clara  B. 

{Ensign  B.) 
Parker,  Francis  R. 
Parker,  Sophie  H. 

{Frederick) 
Parsons,  Ellen  C. 
Peck,  William  J. 
Peek,  Eben 

Peek,  Mary  L.  A.  (Eben) 
Peek,  Lotta  L. 
Peet,  Fannie  D. 

(wid.  Samuel) 
Peet,  Edward  W. 
Peet,  Lucy  H.  (Edw.  W.) 
Perry,  Alvan  W. 
Phelps,  Dudley 
Phelps,  Mary  C. 
Phelps,  Lillian  G. 
Phelps,  Anna  M.  (George) 
Phillips,  Walter  M. 
Pigott,  Elizabeth  L. 
Pilgrim,  William  G. 
Pillsbury,  Daniel  S. 
Pillsbury,  Mary  F. 

(Daniel  S.) 
Pillsbury,  Annie  M. 
Pillsbury,  Mildred  S. 
Poole,  Maria  B. 


88 


Year  Book  of  the 


1880  Porter,  William  H.  1896 

1886  Porter,  Margaret  H.  1896 

{William  H.)  1886 
1S84    Porter,  Hattie  F. 

1895    Pratt,  Nathaniel  M.  1875 

1S79    Pray,  Louisa  G.  1893 

(Isaiah  F.)  1888 

1879    Price,  Josephine  S.  1893 

{Henry  R.)  1896 

1868  Ranney,  Charles  H.  1896 
1876  Rapallo,  Emma  {Edw.  S.)  1875 
1882    Raymond.  Manley  A. 

1873    Re'id,  Jennie  JC.  1858 

{Edwin  S.)  1887 

1887  Reynolds,  Fannie  E.  1876 

1887  Reynolds,  Hattie  A.  1885 

1888  Reynolds,  Alice  M.  1894 
1895  Reynolds,  Maud  F.  1893 
1867  Rice,  Lucy  D.  {  Wm.  E.)  1893 
1885    Richards,  Dickinson  W. 

1882  Richards,  Sallie  L.  1890 

{Dickinson  W.)  1878 
1884    Richards,  Charles  F. 

1860    Riggs,  Edward  1884 

1852  Fitter,  Maria  1895 
1862    Roberts,  Morris 

1862    Roberts,  Mary  R.  1884 

(Morris)  1894 

1890    Robertson,  John  1890 

1890    Robertson,  Alexandrina  1876 

(John) 

1881  Robinson,  Elizabeth  T.  1891 

(Daniel)  1884 

1859    Robinson,  Robert  H.  1847 

1873    Robinson,  Amanda  M.  1866 

{Henry  A.) 

1893    Robinson,  Alice  H.  1869 

1890    Roe,  Anne  P.  (wid.  1869 

Edward  P.) 

1875    Roessle,  Emily  T.  1873 

{Elwood  0.)  1880 

1888  Rollands,  Margaret  G.  1869 

(  Thomas) 

1875    Ross,  Jessie  A.  {Henry  C.)  1848 

1883  Ross,  Reuben  W.  1852 
1872    Rule,  Emily  1893 

1889  Rumrell,  Anna  C.  1876 

(wid.  Marshall)  1881 
1892    Russell,  William  L. 


Sachaklian,  Garabed 
Salmon,  Ida  M. 
Sands,  Kate  Van  V. 

{Robert  A.) 
Sanford,  Frances 
Savidge,  Eugene  C. 
Say  re,  Jane  S.  {  W.  £.) 
Scherb,  Emma 
Seagrist,  Isabella  W. 

{Mrs.) 
Seagrist,  Emily  £. 
Seamans,  Helen  P. 

{  William  S.) 
Seymour,  James 
Seymour,  William  P. 
Seymour,  Sarah  E. 
Sh'elton,  William  A. 
Shepherd,  Charles  H. 
Sherman,  Waldo  H. 
Sherman,  Abbie  P. 

(Waldo  H.) 
Shields,  Peter  B. 
Shields,  Anna  M. 

(Peter  B.) 
Sidwell,  Kate  (Thomas) 
Simmons,  Nellie  L. 

(John  P.) 
Simmons,  Sarah 
Simmons,  James  E. 
Simpson,  Thomas  S.  Hope 
Sinclair,  Anna  M. 

(wid.  James,  Jr.) 
Singleton,  Joseph 
Sloan,  Mary  A. 
Smith,  Charles  S. 
Sm  ith ,  Cornelinett 

{Harlan  P.) 
Smith,  Edgar  M. 
Smith,  Amanda  D. 

(Edgar  M.) 
Smith,  Hannah 
Smith,  Sc udder 
Smith,  Emily  A. 

{wid.  Edmund  A.) 
Smith,  James  D. 
Smith,  Sarah 
Smith,  Margaret  (John) 
Somerindyke,  Geo.  W. 
Spelman,  Lucy  H. 

(wid.  Haryey  B.) 
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1881  Spelman,  Lucy  M.  1858 

1888  Spofford,  Ellen  B.  (Mrs.)  1861 

1892  Stephens,  Amos  H.  1861 

1890  Sterling,  George  B. 

1893  Stevenson,  David  1876 
1873    St.  John,  Martha  L.  1883 

{Mrs.)  1885 

1875    Stone,  Ambrose  E.  1886 

1882  Stone,  Katie  C.  1886 

(Ambrose  E.)  1886 
1882    Stowell,  William  L. 

1893    Stowell,  Louise  E.  1894 

(William  L.)  1876 
1873    Strebeigh,  Annie  A. 

{Lefferts)  1887 

1879    Sweetser,  George  D.  1895 

1879    Sweetser,  Jennie  E.  1886 

( George*  D.) 

1877    Sweetser,  John  H.  1893 

1877    Sweetser,  L.  Cornelia  1879 

(John  H.) 

1877  Sweetser,  Howard  P.  1886 
1877    Sweetser,  Alice  M. 

1879    Sweetser,  J eannette  A.  1886 

1885    Swords,  William  J.  1889 

1864    Taylor,  Olivia  M.  (James)  1877 

1872    Taylor,  Jessie  1877 

(wid.  Wm.  M.) 

1875     Taylor,  John  S.  1881 

1889  Taylor,  Nellie  Y.  {John  S.)  1875 
1875     Taylor,  Isobel  M. 

1875     Taylor,  William  J.  1876 

1879     Taylor,  Albert 

1872    Taylor,  Sarah  B.  1884 

(wid.  Joseph  H.) 

1879  Taylor,  William  H.  1877 
1885     Taylor,  George  M. 

1885     Taylor,  Frederick  A.  1894 

1887  Taylor,  Charles  L.  1879 

1888  Terriberry,  Fanny  E. 

(George  W.)  1890 

1892  Thacher,  William  L.  1890 
1861    Thayer,  Normandus  W\ 

1861    Thayer,  Mary  E.  1890 

(Normandus  W.)  1890 

1877     Thoman,  Jacob  R.  1894 

1891  Thoman ,  A  If  red  R. 

1868  Thomas,  J.  Clarke  1896 
1871     Thompson,  Wm.  Gilman  1868 


Thompson,  Mary  L.(F.  F.) 
Thomson,  William  H. 
Thomson,  Catherine  S. 

(Wm.  H.) 
Thomson,  Mary  A. 
Thomson,  Herbert  G. 
Thomson,  Evelyn  M. 
Thomson,  William  D. 
Thomson,  Andrew  G. 
Thomson,  Isabella 

{Andrew  G.) 
Thorne,  Charles  L. 
Thurber,  Nancy  H. 

(Horace  K.) 
Tison,  Alexander 
Toan,  Arthur 
Tollman,  Anna  E. 

(wid.  H.  C.) 
Tom  Chun 

Trowbridge,  Elvira  K. 

(Fred.  K.) 
Twombly,  S.  Cythera 

(wid.  John  F.) 
Twombly,  John  F. 
Tyler,  Anna  H. 

Van  Buskirk,  John  A. 
Van  Buskirk,  Mary  E. 

(John  A.) 
Van  Buskirk,  Ella 
Van  Nest,  Mary 

(wid.  Abraham  R.) 
Van  Volkenburgh,  Anna 

S.  (wid.  Philip) 
Van  Volkenburgh,  Emily 

(Edward) 
Vaux,  Lillian  M. 

{Downing) 
Vedder,  Alfred 
Viti  de  Marco,  Harriet  L. 

de  {Antonio) 
Voorhees,  John  G. 
Voorhees,  Anna  C. 

(John  G.) 
Voorhees,  Anna  A. 
Voorhees,  Florence 
Voss,  Frederick  J. 

Waid,  Edith 

Waite,  Julia  B.  (Chas.  C.) 
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1869  Walker,  Mary  E.  (Wm.)  1872 
1873     Ward,  Edwin  F. 

1873  Ward,  Abbie  L.  1872 

(Edwin  F.)  1884 
1890     Ward,  Florence 

1885  Ward,  Madeline  McL.  1860 

{John  S.,Jr.)  1860 

1874  Warner,  Lucien  C. 

1874    Warner,  Keren  S.  T.  1875 

(Lucien  C.)  1876 
1889     Warner,  Franklin  H. 

1889     Warner,  Lucien  T.  1875 

1893  Warner,  Elizabeth  C.  1878 
1884    Warren,  Susan  M.  1885 

1886  Warren,  John  S.  1876 

1886  Warren,  Sarah  B.  1871 

{John  S.) 

1894  Warren,  Madeline  1876 
1865    Washburn,  John  H. 

1861    Washburn,  Jane  Ives  1895 

(TohnH.)  1883 
1868     Washburn,  Wm.  Ives 
1873     Washburn,  Carrie  W.  F.  1867 

(  Wm.  Ives)  1869 
1896     Washburn,  Grace  Ives 

1894  Wedekind,  Hermine  J.  1886 
1894     Weigel,  Leonora 

{wid.  Alfred)  1874 

1887  Weir,  Anna 

1887  Weir,  Jessie  1890 
1887    Weir,  Fannie 

1887  Weir,  Eleanor  B.  1878 

1888  Weir,  Ross  W.  1875 
1888    Weir,  William  B.  1857 

1870  Weld,  George  W. 
1881    Wells,  William  S. 

1878  Welsh,  S.  Charles  1890 
1878  Welsh,  Bella  F.  { S.  Charles)  1 895 
1894    Weston,  Ernest  N. 

1872    Whitcomb,  Toshua  M.  1893 


Whitcomb,  Sarah  C. 

(Joshua  ML) 
Whitcomb,  Lizzie 
White,  Helen  B.  {wid. 

Albert  M.) 
Whittemore,  Charles 
Whittemore,  Maria  F. 

(Charles) 
Whittemore,  Charles  E. 
Whittemore,  Catherine  L* 

{Chas.  E.) 
Whittemore,  William  J. 
Whittemore,  Frances  M. 
Whyte,  Annie  L. 
Wild,  Katie  L.  {Joseph) 
Willard,  Mary  Y. 

{Henry  B.) 
Williams,  Frances  T. 

{O.  B.) 
Wilson,  Helen 
Winslow,  Emma  C. 

{Francis  D.) 
Winterburn,  George  W. 
Winterburn,  Charlotte  V. 

{George  W.) 
Wiswall,  Emma  J. 

{Joseph  C.) 
Woodbury,  Harriet  A. 

(wid.  Freeman  P.) 
Worstell,  Emma  V. 

(wid.Gaylord  M.) 
Worth,  Gorham  A. 
Wright,  Alice  C. 
Wright,  Rosetta  M. 

(wid.  Isaac) 

Yale,  Albina 
Young,  Stephen 

Zoller,  Fanny  Schmitt 


PEW-HOLDERS 

OF  THE 

BROADWAY  TABERNACLE  CHURCH, 
January  ist,  1897. 


ABBREVIATIONS. 

N   North  Aisle,  floor. 

S  South      "  " 

N.  M  North  Middle  Aisle, 

S.  M  South  Middle  '* 

N.  W   North  Wing  Pews, 

S.  W  South     11  44 

N.  G   North  Gallery. 

S.  G  South  " 

W.  G  West 


floor. 


Abernethy,  Mrs.Chas.  .200N.  M. 

Agnew,  the  Misses  285  N. 

Angus,  Thomas  198  S.M. 

Bates,  Wm.  G  no  S. 

Benedict,  Mrs.  C.W.  .216  N.  M. 
Bliss,  Cornelius  N.  .  .  .  194  S.  M. 
Blodgett,  Isaac  D.  .  .  .205  N.  M. 
Boardman,  Geo.  M.  .  .247  X.  M. 
Borden,  Matthew  C.D.  190  S.  M. 

Brainerd,  Cephas,  Tr  120  S. 

Brinkerhoff,  Jas.  T*  41  W.  G. 

Brown,  Edward  J  142  S. 

Brown,  John  T  195  S.  M. 

Bruce,  Charles  E  81  N.  G. 

Bryan,  Wm  287  N. 

Bryant,  Dr.  J.  L  289  X. 

Cameron,  Miss  Jessie.. 3 10  N.W. 

Carey,  Mrs.  M  249  X. 

Cilley,  John  K  294  X. 

Clapp,  Rev.  A.  H. . .  .246  X.  M. 
Cleaveland,  Dr.  T.  W  ...  104  S. 


Clendenin,  T-  W  133  S. 

Cobb,  Rev.  L.  H  259  X. 

Corsa,  Oliver  H  286  X. 

Cumnock,  Thomas  G..82  N.  G. 

Darling,  A.  B  202  XT.  M. 

Dorman,  Richard  A  145  S. 

Douglass,  Mrs.  David.  .  .  .117  S. 

Douglas,  John  82  X.  G. 

Downey,  John  R  .  .  .  .193  S.  M. 
Dunham,  James  H.  .  .210  XT.  M. 

Early,  Martin  H  137  S. 

Edgell,  George  S  159  S.  M. 

Emmons,  Miss  Alice  118  S. 

Fair,  Thomas  A  257  X. 

Farwell,  John  K  139  S. 

Fish,  Irving  276  X. 

Fisher,  Dr.  Edward  D. 203  X.  M. 
Fisher,  Irving  R. ...  .243  X.  M. 

Fisher,  Joel  E  239  X.  M. 

Fisher,  Xathaniel  C.  .203  X.  M. 
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Fleming,  Robert  B.  .209  N.  M. 


Foote,  Horace  A  137  S. 

Foulds,  John   288  N. 

Frazer,  Alexander  292  N. 

Freeland,  H.  F  146  S. 

Gaylord,  Augustus  144  S. 

Gaylord,  Irving  C  144  S. 

Gillies,  Mrs.  Wright  107  S. 


Gillies,  Mrs.  James.  .  .163  S.  M. 
Gordon,  Hamilton  S.  .201  N.  M. 
Green,  Mrs.  Horace...'..  118  S. 
Griffen,  Benjamin.  .  .  .161  S.  M. 
Griffith,  Mrs.  G.  W.  .204  N.  M. 
Gunn,  Miss  Margaret.  .  .  .103  S. 

Hamlin,  Alfred  D.  F.  .  70  N.  G. 
Harris,  Mrs.  Harriet  M...291  N. 


Harris,  Nathaniel  B  114  S. 

Hayes,  Henry  298  S.  W. 

Hodson,  Joseph  F.  P..  196  S.  M. 
Houghton,  Dr.  Henry  C. .  253  N. 

Hubbard,  Henry  W  141  S. 

Hunter,  Dwight  W  139  S. 

Inslee,  Miss  Eliza  153  S.  M. 

Janes,  Miss  Mary  S  106  S. 

Jenkins,  R  6  S.  G. 

Judd,  Lewis  S.,  Jr  73  N.  G. 

Kemp,  George  W  121  S. 

Kirkland,  H.  S  260  N. 

Knevals,  Caleb  B   153  S.  M. 

Lambert, Dr.  Ed.  W.,  174  S.  M. 

Lee,  Martin  L  220  N.  M. 

Leonard,  G.  L  263  N. 

Lincoln,  Dr.  R.  P  262  N. 

Link,  Frederick  126  S. 

Lyall,  James  264  N. 

Lyall,  William  265  N. 

McKewen,  Mrs.  J.  P  261  N. 

McKinstry,  Mrs  103  S. 

Macnab,  John  S  74  N.  G. 

Marshall,  Mrs.  Robert.  100 N.  G. 
Mead,  Charles  L  213  N.  M. 


Merrill,  Mrs.  Jane  .  . .  197  S.  M. 
Miles,  Miss  Susan  W..48  W.  G. 

Mitchell,  Chas.  E  258  N. 

Moore,  Frederick  L.  .245  N.  M. 
Mortimer,  Mrs  147  S. 

Northrup,  Dr.  A.  L.  .  .  .  293  N. 

Odell,  Miss  Mary  J  135  S. 

Paine,  Silas  H  211  N.  M. 

Palmer,  Francis  A.  .  .  151  S.  M. 
Pardee,  Dr.  Ensign  B.  . .  .  143  S. 
Parsons,  Miss  Ellen  C.  .  .113  S. 

Paul,  Miss  Sarah  118  S. 

Peet,  Dr.  E.  W  116  S. 

Phelps,  Dudley  119  S. 

Porter,  Dr.  Wm.  H  282  N. 

Raymond,  Manley  A. .  . .  135  S. 

Rehan,  Mrs.  F.  K  270  N. 

Reynolds,  Miss  A.M..  290  N. 

Richardson,  F.  H  102  S. 

Roberts,  Morris  257  N. 

Robertson,  John  26  S.  G. 

Ross,  Mrs.  Henry  C. .  .92  N.  G. 
Ross,  R.  W   240  N.  M. 

Seamans,  Dr.  Wm.  S.  . .  .254  N. 

Sheperd,  Chas.  H  226  N.  M. 

Simmons,  Geo.  E  8  S.  G. 

Simpson,  T.  S.  H. .  .  .216  N.  M. 

Sloan,  Miss  Mary  A  122  S. 

Smith,  Mrs.  Harlan  P..  ..283  N. 
St.  John,  Mrs.  M.  L.  .195  S.  M. 

Storer,  Mr  149  S.  M. 

Stowell,  Dr.  Wm.  L  277  N. 

Strebeigh,  Lefferts. .  .309  N.  W. 

Students  217  &  218  N.  M. 

Sweetser,  George  D.  .307  N.  W. 
Sweetser,  J.  Howard. 242  N.  M. 
Swift,  E.  L  220  N.  M. 

Taylor,  William  233  N.  M. 

Taylor,  Mrs.  Wm.  M.244N.  M. 
Thompson,  Fred'k  F.  .207  N.  M. 
Thomson,  Dr.  Wm.  H  .  .  299  S.  W. 
Thorne,  Chas.  L   279  N. 
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Van  Nest,  Mrs.  A.  R.241  N.  M. 
Van  Vorst,  Miss  Julia.  .99  N.  G. 
Voorhees,  John  G  1  S.  G. 

Ward,  Dr.  Edwin  F  295  X. 

Warner,  Dr.  Lucien  C.191  S.  M. 
Warren,  Dr.  John  S  106  S. 


Warren,  Miss  Susan  M.  .  .  106  S. 
Washburn,  John  H.  .  .192  S.  M. 
Washburn,  Wm.  Ives,  155  S.  M. 
Whitcomb,  Joshua  M.  .300S.W. 
Whitney,  Miss  Isabella.  .  .105  S. 

Whittemore,  Charles  256  N. 

Whyte,  Miss  Annie  L.  .  52  W.  G. 
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1 


Pulpit 


g 

a 

1 

3  § 

<r. 

OS 

X 

30 

so 

35 

T 

S4 

296 
295 
294 
293 

249 

248 

199 

198 

*  149 

148 

250 

247 

200 

197 

150 

147 

251 

246 

201 

196 

151 

146 

252 

245 

202 

195 

152 

145 

292 
291 
290 
289 
288 

253 

244 

203 

194 

153 

144 

254 

243 

204 

193 

154 

143 

255 

242 

205 

192 

155 

142 

256 

241 

206 

191 

156 

141 

257 

240 

207 

190 

157 

140 

258 

239 

208 

189 

158 

139 

2$S 

259 

238 

209 

188 

159 

138 

285 
284 

260 

237 

210 

187 

160 

137 

261 

236 

211 

186 

161 

136 

283 

262 

235 

212 

162 

135 

282 
281 
280 
279 
278 
277 
276 

263 

234 

213 

184 

163 

134 

264 

233 

214 

183 

164 

133 

265 

232 

215 

182 

165 

132 

266 

231 

216 

181 

166 

131 

267 

230 

217 

ISO 

1G7 

130 

268 

229 

218 

179 

168 

129 

269 

228 

219 

178 

169 

128 

275 

270 

227 

220 

177 

170 

127 

274 
273 

271 

226 

221 

176 

171 

126 

222 

175 

272 

223 

174 

125 


Diagram  of  Pews  in  Gallery. 
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Paper  read  by  Dr.  Stimson,  November  i6tb,  1895. 

To  the  Trustees  and  the  Church  Committee  of  the 
Broadway  Tabernacle  : 

Gentlemen. — I  suppose  it  is  known  to  most  of  you  that  I  am 
about  to  seek  a  call  to  some  other  church,  with  a  view  of  accepting 
it.  I  do  this  not  because  I  am  discouraged  in  the  least.  I  regard 
the  church  as  prospering  quite  as  much  as  I  had  a  right  to  expect, 
and  making  substantial  progress  in  the  lines  of  permanent  growth 
and  usefulness.  I  am  influenced  entirely  by  the  fact  that  the  Lord 
has  not  given  me  the  approval  and  cooperation  of  some  upon  whom 
I  should  most  depend. 

I  am  not  willing  to  be  a  bone  of  contention  in  the  church  if  I  can 
prevent  it,  or  to  drive  any  of  the  members  to  leave.  I  came  here, 
not  because  I  sought  the  call,  or  wanted  to  come,  but  because  I  was 
persuaded  that  it  was  the  Lord's  will  that  I  should  come  in  the  hope 
of  rendering  a  definite  service.  I  now  understand  that  my  work 
here,  such  as  it  is,  is  done.  Mr.  Bliss,  to  whom  I  told  my  intention, 
has  told  others  that  in  any  case  my  resignation  might  be  expected  by 
the  first  of  May.  I  mentioned  no  date  to  him,  but  as  that  has  been 
stated,  we  will  stand  by  it. 

As  your  minds  will  naturally  be  turning  to  the  future,  and  as  you 
must  accept  the  responsibility  for  plans  for  the  life  of  the  church 
under  new  conditions,  I  have  thought  it  well  to  lay  before  you  at 
once  such  facts  and  conclusions  as  I  have  been  able  to  gather  in  the 
two  years  and  a  half  of  my  work.  Judgments  which  I  held,  theo- 
retically, when  I  came,  may  now  be  regarded  as  based  upon  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  situation  which  is  probably  substantial. 

The  great  question  then  was  whether  this  church  should  remain  on 
this  corner,  or  remove  elsewhere.  In  the  interview,  held  at  Mr. 
Bliss's  house,  with  some  two  dozen  of  our  gentlemen,  during  the 
preliminary  week  which  I  spent  in  New  York,  the  only  question 
asked  me  was  as  to  my  opinion  on  this  point.  I  declined  to  express 
an  opinion,  because  it  became  immediately  apparent  that  the  minds  of 
the  gentlemen  were  widely  and  sharply  divided,  and  I  felt  the  impro- 
priety of  taking  sides  upon  a  question  of  that  kind  when  I  had  not 
yet  accepted  your  call.  I  therefore  said  that  I  desired  only  to  know 
whether  the  church  had  taken  any  action  in  the  matter,  and,  if  not, 
that  I  was  ready  to  await  the  guidance  of  God. 

I  had  been  here  but  a  few  months  when  one  of  the  trustees  called 
at  my  house  to  say  that  a  definite  offer  would  be  made  for  the  prop- 
erty within  twenty-four  hours,  and  asked  what  I  thought  about  it.  I 
replied  that  I  was  sorry,  as  I  had  hoped  for  four  or  five  years  in 
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which  I  might  have  time  to  get  acquainted  with  the  congregation, 
learn  who  the  real  members  were,  start  and  complete  the  inner 
organization  of  the  church,  and  make  it  a  compact  and  homogeneous 
body,  before  the  strain  of  such  a  disturbing  event  should  come  upon 
us  ;  but  that  I  would  be  true  to  the  promise  I  had  made  to  accept 
God's  guidance,  whatever  that  might  be.  The  offer  for  the  property- 
was  not  made,  and  the  matter  ended.  We  stand  substantially  in  the 
same  condition  that  we  did  then,  except  for  the  changes  which  are 
going  on  so  rapidly  in  the  region  about  us.  The  question  as  to 
whether  the  church  shall  plan  to  remain  on  this  corner,  or  remove, 
is,  therefore,  still  before  it,  and  in  some  respects  in  a  much  more 
pressing  form  than  it  was  three  years  ago. 

I  wish  to  suggest  the  following  reasons  why  the  church  should 
remain  where  it  is  : 

1 .  It  is  one  of  the  best  points  in  New  York  for  ease  of  access. 

2.  The  public  is  accustomed  to  come  here  for  all  manner  of  public 
*  services. 

3.  It  has  many  sacred  associations. 

4.  The  main  audience  room  is  ample. 

5.  The  population  around  us  is  large,  and  though  changing  rapidly 

in  character,  is  likely  to  increase  in  numbers. 

6.  Successful  Christian  work  done  on  this  corner  will  have  a  very 

wide  influence  upon  the  city. 

7.  Congregationalists  are  doing  no  other  distinctive  work  down- 

town, and  it  is  important  for  the  common  cause  that  we  do  our 
share  of  such  work. 

8.  The  interest  of  our  people  in  our  present  work  is  proved  by  the 

six  thousand  dollars  I  have  secured,  and  the  two  thousand 
more  offered  to  me  by  individuals  as  a  guaranty  fund  for  the 
expenses  for  next  year. 

While  these  are  the  reasons  for  the  church  remaining  on  its  present 
site,  the  following  are  the  conditions  which,  in  my  judgment,  will 
alone  make  remaining  on  this  corner  possible. 

1.  That  the  property  be  kept  free  from  debt. 

2.  That  a  sufficient  annual  income  be  secured. 

3.  That  the  building  be  kept  up  in  all  its  appointments,  and  never 

be  allowed  to  become  shabby,  or  out  of  repair. 

4.  That  a  large  and  sufficient  staff  of  paid  workers,  ministerial  and 

otherwise,  be  constantly  employed. 

5.  That  steps  be  taken  towards  securing  a  permanent  endowment  ; 

which  could  be  done  either  by  invested  funds,  or  rentable 
stores,  or  accumulating  annual  gifts. 

6.  That  a  derinite  decision  to  adopt  this  plan  be  made  at  once. 

7.  That  the  leading  members  of  the  congregation  pledge  them- 

selves to  cooperate  with  every  effort  that  is  made  to  swing  the 
church  into  this  channel,  and  to  create  a  warm  and  thorough 
interest  in  the  common  people,  who  in  this  way  would  be  reached. 
These  I  believe  are  the  essential  conditions  of  success  on  this  site. 
Not  one  of  them  has  been  supplied  up  to  this  date. 
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I  have  not  made  such  a  statement  as  this  before,  not  because  my 
views  on  this  point  were  not  clear  and  decided,  but  because  I  felt  I 
could  not  speak  with  sufficient  weight  until  I  had  thoroughly  acquain- 
ted myself  with  the  congregation  and  the  facts  in  the  life  of  the 
church,  and  also  because,  coincident  with  my  coming  the  financial 
panic  began,  the  effects  of  which  are  far  more  wide-reaching  among 
the  members  of  our  congregation  than  many  of  you  are  aware  And 
as  a  consequence  I  have  felt  the  necessity  of  getting  on  as  quietly  as 
possible  until  better  times  should  come. 

Now  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  alternative.  It  is  for  you 
to  determine  whether  or  not  the  above  conditions  may  be  supplied  in 
the  near  future.  You  probably  will  not  find  it  difficult  to  supply 
them  with  a  new  pastor.  In  his  interest  as  well  as  yours,  I  want  to 
set  them  before  you  for  your  consideration,  that  when  you  come  to 
talk  with  him,  you  at  least  will  have  the  benefit  of  this  knowledge, 
whether  it  be  worth  more  or  less. 

If  these  conditions  are  not  met,  then  the  alternative  is  equally 
clear.  The  church  may  continue  on  this  corner,  and  an  audience 
may  be  gathered  ;  but  disintegration  from  within  is  inevitable.  Death 
is  removing  the  older  members  ;  the  up-town  pressure  is  taking  away 
many  of  the  most  valuable  younger  ones,  and  the  congregation  you 
will  draw  will  be  little  able  or  disposed  to  make  the  necessary  contri- 
butions for  the  support  of  the  church.  A  large  congregation  assem- 
bled under  such  conditions  is  a  delusion,  and  the  success  which  will 
seem  to  attend  you  will  be  no  more  valuable  than  Dr.  Talmage's 
audiences  were  in  Brooklyn,  or  at  the  Academy  of  Music,  as  indica- 
ting the  growth  of  a  substantial  church.  When  the  end  comes,  as  it 
must  inevitably,  with  the  death  of  your  popular  preacher,  if  not 
before,  the  collapse  will  be  complete,  and  the  church,  sooner  or  later, 
will  find  itself  in  the  same  hole  in  which  so  many  important  down- 
town churches  in  New  York,  and  in  other  cities,  have  already  disap- 
peared. If  this  course  is  adopted,  the  only  deliverance  would  be  the 
timely  sale  of  the  property,  and  the  beginning  elsewhere  of  a  new 
life,  and  practically  a  new  church  ;  for  which  many  good  reasons 
might  be  given. 

But  my  deep  and  strenuous  conviction  is  that  it  is  as  unintelligent 
as  it  is  irresponsible  to  allow  this  church  to  drift  or  to  wait  for  some 
miracle  to  decide  for  you  what  shall  be  done. 

A  great  trust  is  in  your  hands.  The  church  has  been  drifting  and 
losing  power  for  a  number  of  years.  As  long  ago  as  1891  I  saw 
much  of  Dr.  Taylor.  He  was  then  burdened  beyond  his  power  to 
relieve  himself,  and  beyond  what  any  man  of  his  strength  could  be 
justified  in,  by  his  depression  of  spirits  over  the  situation  of  the 
church,  in  which  even  then  the  congregation  was  steadily  leaving 
him,  with  the  inevitable  result  that  in  the  near  future  he  would  find 
himself  and  the  church  in  just  the  condition  in  which  it  is  to-day. 
He  said  to  me  that  he  did  not  feel  that  he  had  the  strength  or  the 
knowledge  to  guide  the  church  out  of  its  difficulty,  and  he  prayed 
to  the  Lord  every  day  to  send  a  purchaser  for  the  property,  as  a  cut- 
ting of  the  knot,  and  a  deliverance  for  him.    His  prayer  was  not 
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granted  ;  and  I  refer  to  it  merely  to  remind  you  what  his  view  of 
the  situation  was,  now  nearly  five  years  ago. 

The  changing  of  34th  Street  into  business  property,  and  the  open- 
ing of  the  cross-town  railroad,  which  together  are  fast  making  34th 
Street  a  retail  street,  are  an  important  feature  of  the  problem  which 
did  not  then  exist.  I  came  here,  I  think,  fully  appreciating  the 
difficulties  of  the  situation,  and  not  unaware  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
burden  that  was  to  be  laid  upon  me.  Some  of  you  that  were  on  the 
committtee  that  came  to  St.  Louis  with  the  call  will  remember,  that  I 
then  said  that  I  distrusted  your  readiness  to  face  the  issue  which  I 
then  believed  to  be  inevitable,  and  that  I  doubted  your  patience  for 
the  preliminary  work  that  would  be  necessary  before  a  decision  could 
be  wisely  reached.  I  was  willing  to  come  at  last  because  I  felt  that 
this  church  stands  in  such  an  important  relation  to  the  denomination, 
and  to  the  cause  of  the  Lord  in  this  country,  that  it  was  worth  while 
taking  the  risk  and  making  the  sacrifice  involved  in  developing  the 
problem  and  bringing  these  facts  into  clearer  view.  If  that  was  all 
that  the  Lord  should  permit  me  to  do,.  I  would  make  no  complaint  ; 
and  I  accepted  the  call,  when  I  did,  without  conditions. 

This,  then,  is  what  has  been  permitted  to  me.  That  in  connection 
with  it  my  work  has  not  been  without  some  measure  of  immediate 
blessing,  is  to  me  a  cause  of  gratitude  to  God. 

I  have  to  thank  you  for  your  personal  regard,  manifested  in  many 
ways,  and  for  the  expressions  of  kindly  interest  which  are  not  lacking 
now.  In  laying  this  burden,  which  has  rested  upon  me,  back  again  in 
its  full  weight  upon  you,  I  would  gladly  do  all  in  my  power  before  I 
go  to  help  you  to  bear  it,  and  to  solve  the  problem.  I  trust  you  will 
feel  that  your  task  is  easier  and  not  harder  because  of  such  part  as  I, 
whom  you  called  to  be  your  pastor,  have  had  in  it. 


Letter  of  Resignation  presented  April  8th,  1896. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Broadway  Tabernacle  Church  : 

Dear  Brethren. — A  step  so  disturbing  to  the  peace  of  the  church 
as  returning  your  commission  to  me  to  be  your  pastor,  should  rest 
upon  reasons  that  are  both  definite  and  cogent. 

I  accepted  your  call  three  years  ago,  believing  in  the  worth  of 
Congregationalism  as  a  workable  ecclesiastical  polity,  believing  that 
Congregationalism  has  a  legitimate  field  of  usefulness  in  this  city,  and 
believing  in  the  possibilities  of  the  Broadway  Tabernacle  as  a  Con- 
gregational church.  After  full  conference  and  a  correspondence 
extending  over  several  months,  I  believed  I  was  following  the  guid- 
ance of  God  in  giving  up  my  home  and  work  in  St.  Louis  and  coming 
to  you. 

This  church  had  had  a  distinguished  history  in  its  present  position, 
but  great  changes  were  going  on  about  it,  and  I  was  led  to  believe 
that  the  church,  and  especially  the  brethren  who  came  to  confer  with 
me,  were  prepared  to  face  the  new  conditions,  and  to  adopt  a  policy 
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appropriate  to  them.  There  were  manifest  reasons  why  the  church 
should,  if  possible,  remain  where  it  is,  and  at  the  same  time  an  urgent 
necessity  for  one  or  more  additional  Congregational  churches  uptown. 

To  accomplish  both  these  results,  indeed  to  secure  a  strong  and 
aggressive  life  for  a  church  placed  where  the  tides  meet,  certain  condi- 
tions are  essential.  I  outlined  to  the  committee  which  you  sent  to  me 
the  main  features  of  such  a  movement.  Among  them  are  the  necessity 
of  a  revised  and  adequate  financial  scheme,  a  sufficient  staff  of  work- 
ers, ministerial  and  lay  ;  proper  facilities  for  work  ;  and  above  all  a 
definite  decision  as  to  the  policy  of  the  church,  and  a  hearty  coopera- 
tion of  the  leading  members  who  remain  with  it  in  swinging  the 
church  into  a  new  line,  and  welcoming  to  it  all  classes  of  people. 

There  were  facts  in  the  situation  after  I  came  which  made  it  inex- 
pedient to  press  any  of  these  matters  for  consideration  for  many 
months.  I  accepted  this  cheerfully,  and  strove  to  do  the  best  possi- 
ble under  the  circumstances.  When,  however,  last  autumn  I  thought 
the  time  had  come  for  some  changes  of  method,  I  was  made  aware 
that  there  existed,  on  the  part  of  some  who  are  in  positions  of  perma- 
nent influence,  a  purpose  to  oppose  whatever  I  might  suggest,  with 
the  intention  of  effecting  my  removal  ;  and  that  advantage  was  to  be 
taken  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  society  to  precipitate  a  controversy 
on  this  point.  In  verifying  this  I  learned,  also,  that  it  was  bruited 
abroad  in  the  community  to  the  injury  of  the  church  and  to  the  dis- 
turbance of  some  who  felt  the  necessity  of  leaving  us  to  escape 
controversy. 

The  situation  is,  then,  simply  this.  The  old  plan  of  providing  a 
revenue  for  the  current  expenses  solely  by  pew  rents,  which  was  ade- 
quate for  entirely  different  conditions,  but  which  is  no  longer  feasible, 
is  still  continued  ;  and  for  the  three  years  in  which  I  have  been  here 
no  member  of  the  congregation,  however  willing  or  wealthy,  has 
contributed  or  has  had  any  way  by  which  he  could  contribute  to  the 
expenses  of  the  church  beyond  the  amount  of  his  pew  rent.  A  float- 
ing debt  of  816,000  the  year  I  came  was  allowed  to  augment  to 
$30,000,  and  then  a  mortgage  of  $50,000  was  placed  upon  the  church, 
removing  all  further  sense  of  individual  responsibility,  despite  the 
fact  that  a  slight  effort  in  the  congregation  last  fall  proved  the  entire 
possibility  of  providing  for  the  estimated  annual  deficit  in  advance,  a 
mortgage,  small  indeed  as  related  to  the  value  of  the  property,  but 
grievous  and  burdensome  as  affecting  the  spirits  and  prosperity  of  the 
church. 

I  am  still  without  pastoral  assistance,  despite  much  effort  on  my 
part  to  secure  it ;  the  church  has  made  little  or  no  progress  in  Con- 
gregational organization  ;  and,  most  important  of  all,  no  decision  has 
been  reached  upon  the  great  question  of  the  work  to  be  undertaken  or 
the  policy  to  be  pursued. 

I  believe  the  time  has  come  for  action  in  all  of  these  directions  ;  but 
I  also  sorrowfully  see  that  neither  these  nor  any  other  question  can 
now  come  before  the  church  except  to  be  complicated  with  the  ques- 
tion of  my  remaining  your  pastor.  The  welfare  of  the  church 
requires  that  these  questions  be  settled,  that  they  be  settled  by  the 
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action  of  the  church  itself,  and  that  they  be  settled  after  full  discus- 
sion on  their  merits.  The  fulness  of  life  to-day  manifest  in  every 
department  of  the  church  is  witness  to  the  entire  competence  of  the 
church  to  deal  with  the  situation,  whatever  form  it  may  take. 

While  we  have  lost  some  valuable  families,  our  roll,  to  be  accurate, 
needs  to  be  still  further  reduced  ;  we  have  received  149  new  members, 
which  is  more  than  twice  the  number  received  in  the  previous  three 
years  ;  our  benevolences  aggregate  $86,000,  which,  of  course,  does 
not  include  pew  rents  ;  our  Sunday-school  has  doubled,  our  Bethany 
Mission,  with  its  fourteen  different  departments  and  twelve  or  thir- 
teen hundred  scholars,  was  never  larger,  or  so  well  organized  and 
efficient,  and  never  contributing  so  much  toward  its  own  support  ; 
and  the  audiences  in  our  own  services  speak  for  themselves. 

All  my  pastoral  life  has  been  spent  in  constructive  work  ;  but  I 
have  learned  that  the  best  work  of  a  minister  is  what  he  does  in 
building  up  individual  character.  I  am  not  willing  to  put  that  in 
peril  by  controversy.  I  call  you  to  witness  that  I  have  done  all 
in  my  power  to  prevent  it,  even  to  being  accused  of  being  untrue  to 
my  trust.  If  the  Lord  had  opened  a  door  of  egress  for  me  at  any 
time  during  the  past  winter  I  should,  for  this  reason,  have  been  glad 
to  step  out. 

I  have  an  unwavering  confidence  in  Christian  people.  If  I  did 
not  believe  in  them  I  should  leave  the  ministry.  I  believe,  also,  for 
the  Church,  no  less  than  for  the  State,  in  government  of  the  people, 
by  the  people,  for  Christ  and  the  people  ;  and  I  believe  that  this 
policy  need  only  to  be  applied  with  mutual  confidence  and  generous 
breadth  of  view  in  order  to  vindicate  itself  and  advance  the  kingdom 
of  God. 

These  years  have  been  to  me  full  of  personal  blessing,  and  I  thank 
you  for  so  much  of  opportunity,  and  for  all  the  expressions  of  your 
individual  good-will.  I  am  not  ashamed  of  my  work,  such  as  by  the 
blessing  of  God  it  has  been.  I  would  only  I  might  have  done  more. 
I  would  gladly  spend  and  be  spent  in  helping  you  to  solve  the  prob- 
lem before  you  ;  and  I  trust  that  you  will  feel  that  your  task  is  easier 
and  not  harder  because  of  the  part  I,  whom  you  called  to  be  your 
pastor,  have  had  in  it. 

I  have  only  to  add  that  you  now  have  my  resignation  in  your 
hands  for  such  action  as  you  deem  wise,  to  take  effect  at  a  date  to  be 
determined  by  our  mutual  convenience,  subject,  of  course,  according 
to  our  Congregational  usage,  to  the  revision  and  approval  of  a 
Council. 

(Signed)    HENRY  A.  STIMSON. 


New  York,  April  8th,  i8g6. 
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Paper  read  at  Church  Meeting,  April  8th,  1896. 

To  the  Broadway  Tabernacle  Church  and  Society  : 

Whereas,  at  a  joint  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  the  Broadway 
Tabernacle  Church  and  its  Trustees,  convened  at  the  request  of  its 
Pastor  on  November  16th,  1895,  a  communication  addressed  to  them 
officially  was  then  read  by  him  stating-  his  intention  to  resign  the  pas- 
torate on  or  before  the  1st  of  May,  1896  ;  and 

Whereas,  it  is  expected  that  at  this  adjourned  business  meeting  of 
the  church  he  may  lay  this  matter  before  the  church  for  its  action 
thereon  ; 

Therefore,  the  undersigned,  members  of  the  committee  of  the 
church  and  of  the  board  of  trustees,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing statement  : 

First. — That  we  earnestly  affirm  it  to  have  been  the  desire  of  every 
one  of  the  undersigned  to  cooperate  to  the  utmost  of  their  ability  wTith 
the  pastor  when  he  came  to  us,  to  make  his  pastorate  as  successful 
and  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  our  beloved  church,  and  to  the 
maintenance  of  its  historic  position  among  the  churches  of  Christ  in 
our  land  as  ever  it  had  been  under  his  lamented  predecessor. 

Second. — That  we  then  clearly  recognized  that  for  this  purpose  he 
should  be  free  to  follow  the  dictates  of  his  own  judgment  as  to  the 
means  and  methods,  and  in  that  spirit  we  were  ready  to  accept  such 
changes  as  he  recommended,  and  did  so  in  numerous  particulars,  in 
the  hope  that  he  would  succeed  in  them  according  to  his  anticipa- 
tions. 

Third. — That  after  the  experience  of  three  years  of  his  pastorate, 
we  feel  bound  to  say  that  our  hopes  and  anticipations  have  not  been 
realized,  but  rather  that,  according  to  our  judgment,  a  serious  decline 
in  the  prosperity  of  the  church  has  occurred,  as  the  following  facts 
derived  from  our  year  books  will  show  : 

For  the  first  nine  months  beginning  April,  1893,  to  January  1st, 
1894,  there  were  dismissed  by  letter  to  other  churches  49  of  our  mem- 
bers. There  were  received  by  letter  from  other  churches  46,  and  on 
confession  14. 

For  the  second  year,  from  January  1st,  1894,  to  January  1st,  1895, 
there  were  dismissed  by  letter  to  other  churches  84.  There  were 
received  by  letter  from  other  churches  30,  and  on  confession  13. 

For  the  third  year,  from  January  1st,  1895,  to  January  1st,  1896, 
there  were  dismissed  to  other  churches  47.  There  were  received  by 
letter  31,  and  on  confession  6. 

During  these  three  years,  therefore,  there  has  been  a  loss  to  the 
church  of  180  members  by  letter,  against  a  gain  of  107  by  letter  and 
33  on  confession,  or  140  in  all,  besides  a  loss  by  deaths  during  these 
years  amounting  to  41. 

An  analysis  of  the  letters  given  to  members  shows  that  17  were  to 
the  Brick  Presbyterian  Church,  17  to  the  Fifth  Avenue  Presbyterian 
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Church,  and  to  other  Presbyterian  churches  in  this  city  38,  or  a  total 
of  72  of  our  former  members  who  have  joined  Presbyterian  churches. 

Former  members  of  our  church  who  have  joined  Reformed  churches 
number  iS.  Those  who  have  taken  letters  to  Episcopal  churches 
number  15,  and  1  to  a  Baptist  church.  Total  of  our  members  who 
have  transferred  themselves  to  churches  of  other  denominations  in 
this  city,  106. 

These  figures,  however,  fail  to  represent  the  full  extent  of  the 
actual  condition  of  the  church  as  it  was  known  to  the  undersigned. 
From  their  relation,  generally  of  many  years  standing,  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  church  and  of  the  society  who  had  intrusted  the  affairs  of 
the  church  to  their  charge,  they  would  be  naturally  more  cognizant  of 
the  sentiments  of  individuals  than  other  members  of  the  church  could 
be.  It  was  noticed  with  concern,  therefore,  that  many  persons  who 
had  long  been  identified  with,  and  prominent  in,  the  life  of  the 
church,  and  who  in  more  than  one  instance  continued  to  contribute 
liberally  to  its  support  and  benevolent  enterprises,  nevertheless 
absented  themselves  from  the  church  services.  A  much  larger  num- 
ber, however,  had  personally  intimated  their  intention  in  case  no 
change  occurred  in  the  pastorate,  to  sever  their  connection  with  the 
church.  Moreover,  it  came  to  our  knowledge  that  others  instead  of 
taking  this  course,  had  resolved  to  bring  the  subject  before  the  church 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  society  last  November.  They  were  only 
dissuaded  from  doing  so  by  assurances  that  the  pastor  would  himself 
take  measures,  which  would  be  satisfactory  to  them,  without  the 
necessity  of  a  demand  being  made  upon  him  at  the  annual  meeting 
for  his  resignation. 

The  reasons  why  these  assurances  were  given,  so  that  the  annual 
meeting  took  place  without  this  question  being  brought  forward,  were 
due  to  the  pastor's  own  statements  to  the  president  of  the  board  of 
trustees  prior  to  that  meeting,  which  were  subsequently  confirmed 
by  him  in  the  paper  referred  to,  read  to  the  joint  meeting  of  the 
trustees  and  church  committee,  but  which,  being  made  to  them  by  the 
pastor  as  a  confidential  communication,  was  so  regarded  and  acted 
upon  by  those  to  whom  it  was  addressed. 

The  next  Sabbath  morning,  however,  all  that  part  of  the  communi- 
cation which  embodied  the  pastor's  views  about  the  status  of  the 
church,  and  what  therefore,  according  to  him,  its  policy,  financial  and 
otherwise,  should  be,  was  given  by  him  to  the  church  from  the  pulpit, 
and  subsequently  published  extensively  in  both  the  secular  and  the 
religious  press.  But  the  portion  relating  to  his  own  withdrawal  from 
the  church  having  been  omitted,  the  undersigned  naturally  inferred 
that  his  statement  to  them  meant  a  definite  decision  on  his  part  to 
give  up  the  pastorate,  but  that  for  private  reasons  pending  his  recep- 
tion of  a  call  elsewhere,  he  did  not  desire  to  make  this  portion  of  his 
communication  public.  The  undersigned  then  strictly  bound  them- 
selves to  the  obligations  of  such  an  implied  understanding,  and  to  the 
extent  of  their  ability  prevented  the  discussion  of  his  resignation 
throughout  the  intervening  months,  believing  this  course  the  best  to 
pursue  in  the  interests  of  the  church. 
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Those  statements  about  his  intention  to  withdraw  from  the  church 
were  given  in  the  following  language  : 

"  Gentlemen. — I  suppose  that  it  is  known  to  you  that  I  am  about 
to  seek  a  call  to  some  other  church,  with  a  view  of  accepting  it.  I  do 
this,  not  because  I  am  discouraged  in  the  least.  I  am  influenced 
entirely  by  the  fact  that  the  Lord  has  not  given  me  the  approval  and 
cooperation  of  some  upon  whom  I  should  most  depend. 

"  I  am  not  willing  to  be  a  bone  of  contention  in  the  church  if  I 
can  prevent  it,  or  drive  any  of  the  members  to  leave.  I  now  under- 
stand that  my  work  here,  such  as  it  is,  is  done.  Mr.  Bliss,  to  whom 
I  told  my  intention,  has  told  others  that  in  any  case  my  resignation 
might  be  expected  by  the  first  of  May.  I  mentioned  no  date  to  him, 
but  as  that  has  been  stated,  we  will  stand  by  it. 

"  As  your  minds  will  naturally  be  turned  to  the  future,  and  as  you 
must  accept  the  responsibility  for  plans  for  the  life  of  the  church 
under  new  conditions,  T  have  thought  it  well  to  lay  before  you  at  once 
such  facts  and  conclusions  as  I  have  been  able  to  gather  in  the  two 
years  and  a  half  of  my  work.  ***** 

"  Now  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  alternative.  It  is  for 
you  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  above  conditions  may  be  supplied 
in  the  near  future.  You  probably  will  not  find  it  difficult  to  supply 
them  with  a  new  pastor.  In  his  interest  as  well  as  yours,  I  want  to 
set  them  before  you  for  your  consideration,  that  when  you  come  to 
talk  with  him  you  at  least  will  have  the  benefit  of  this  knowledge, 
whether  it  be  worth  more  or  less." 

Dr.  Stimson  then  proceeded  to  give  his  views  as  to  the  policy  which 
the  church  should  follow,  but  as  he  has  made  this  part  of  his  commu- 
nication public,  it  is  not  needful  to  quote  it  in  full  now,  other  than  to 
quote  from  the  final  sentence  of  the  document,  that  which  reads  : 

"  In  laying  this  burden,  which  has  rested  upon  me,  back  again  in 
its  full  weight  upon  you,  I  would  gladly  do  all  in  my  power  before  I 
go  to  help  you  bear  it  and  to  solve  the  problem." 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  church  committee,  however,  an  interval 
of  nearly  six  months  having  elapsed  since  the  reception  of  the  fore- 
going statement,  and  as  no  other  meeting  would  occur  until  two  days 
before  the  first  of  May,  the  church  committee  having  received  mean- 
time no  intimation  from  the  pastor  whether  or  not  he  expected  to 
retire  on  the  first  of  May,  some  members  of  the  committee  felt 
obliged  to  ask  him  what  his  plans  were.  This  information  the  com- 
mittee felt  bound  to  ask,  as  the  responsible  officers  of  the  church  for 
the  provision  of  the  pulpit  services  and  for  the  conduct  of  the  church's 
affairs  in  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  pastorate.  He,  however,  wholly 
declined  to  state  what  course  he  intended  to  adopt,  except  to  intimate 
that  he  would  present  his  resignation  to  the  church  itself. 

In  submitting  this  statement  those  of  the  undersigned  who  are 
members  of  the  church  committee  beg  leave  to  deny  that  any  unfor- 
tunate results  to  the  interests  of  the  church  can  be  ascribed  to  their 
lack  of  cooperation,  or  unwillingness  to  cooperate  with  the  pastor  in 
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any  methods  or  measures  which  he  proposed  for  their  consideration, 
or  to  their  disinclination  to  allow  of  any  change  in  the  ordering  of  the 
religious  affairs  of  the  church.  The  few  instances  in  which  the  opin- 
ion of  the  majority  of  the  committee  differed  from  that  of  the  pastor, 
were  easily  adjusted  between  them.  On  the  contrary,  long  before  Dr. 
Stimson  was  called,  the  church  committee  had  urged  upon  his  prede- 
cessor the  advisability  of  certain  important  modifications  in  church 
administration.  It  was  felt  that  the  exigencies  of  modern  city  life, 
especially  in  a  metropolis  like  New  York,  made  it  evident  that  church 
methods  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  smaller  communities,  or  of  indi- 
vidual churches  in  former  times,  were  by  no  means  adequate  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  our  day.  To  demand  of  one  man,  however  able,  to 
preach  two  sermons  every  Sunday,  to  make  pastoral  visits  to  all  the 
families  of  a  church  of  over  one  thousand  members  ;  to  visit  its 
sick,  and  to  perform  all  other  ministrations  of  the  kind  ;  to  interest 
himself  personally  in  the  welfare  of  the  younger  members  of  the  con- 
gregation, besides  taking  part  in  all  the  leading  benevolent  enterprises, 
both  of  his  own  denomination  and  of  the  general  public,  was  asking 
more  than  the  most  capable  man  could  possibly  do.  It  is  generally 
admitted  that  this  system  of  manning  a  church  with  but  one  minister 
was  certainly  for  New  York  a  serious  mistake,  and  that  the  advantages 
of  liberally  providing  for  a  full  staff  of  assistant  pastors  and  coadju- 
tors with  the  chief  pastor  himself,  was  well  illustrated  by  the  working 
of  this  system  with  the  Episcopal  church  in  our  city,  and  which  system 
is  being  adopted  now  generally  in  other  churches.  The  views  of  the 
church  committee  were  fully  explained  to  Dr.  Stimson  when  he  came 
from  a  church  in  which  he  had  been  sole  pastor,  but  he  expressed  the 
preference  not  to  have  an  assistant  pastor  at  that  time,  but  rather 
asked  for  the  appointment  of  a  secretary  to  perform  clerical  and  other 
duties  for  him.  This  request  was  granted,  and  with  the  approval  of 
the  trustees  an  office  secretary  was  appointed  with  a  salary  of  $1100  a 
year. 

In  the  autumn  of  1894,  however,  it  seemed  to  the  church  committee 
that  the  withdrawal  of  so  many  members  of  the  church  which  had 
occurred  that  year,  and  the  growing  financial  deficit,  as  shown  by  the 
report  of  the  trustees,  made  it  incumbent  that  a  united  effort  be  made  by 
the  officers  of  the  church  in  conjunction  with  the  pastor  to  devise  meas- 
ures for  the  betterment  of  its  affairs.  It  was  then  further  proposed  to 
appoint  six  members  of  the  church,  not  then  holding  any  official 
position,  who  should  consult  and  cooperate  with  the  church  commit- 
tee and  the  trustees  in  this  undertaking.  After  a  number  of  confer- 
ences, the  definite  outcome  was  the  passage  of  a  resolution  by  the 
church  committee  that  the  church  should  proceed  without  delay  to 
appoint  assistant  pastors  to  constitute  thereafter  a  permanent  part  of 
the  church's  organization.  It  was  felt  that  the  unfavorable  financial 
showing  of  the  church  in  that  year  should  not  deter  us  from  going 
forward  to  enlarge  the  scope  of  its  work,  as  the  committee  had  full  faith 
in  the  members  of  the  Broadway  Tabernacle  Church  that  they  never 
would  be  found  wanting  in  meeting  its  needs  for  any  such  purposes 
when  those  needs  were  made  plain  to  them.    A  committee  was  ap- 


Appendix. 


pointed  to  confer  with  the  pastor  to  secure  such  an  addition  to  the 
ministerial  corps  of  the  church.  He  then  expressed  his  full  concurrence 
in  the  plan,  but  after  four  unsuccessful  endeavors  on  his  part  to 
secure  the  services  of  suitable  assistants,  the  undertaking  was  tem- 
porarily postponed,  owing  to  the  approach  of  the  summer  recess. 

We  are  moved  to  rehearse  these  details  in  order  to  emphasize  the 
fact  that  the  church  committee  at  no  time  has  been  slow  to  perceive 
that  however  former  church  methods  may  have  sufficed  in  times  past, 
the  church  of  the  present  must  be  ready  to  adapt  itself  to  new  condi- 
tions and  responsibilities.  We  should  further  add  that  the  church 
committee  has  found  in  this  that  the  board  of  trustees  was  one  with 
them  in  spirit  and  ready  to  cooperate  with  them  in  any  undertaking  for 
enlarging  the  work  of  the  church.  As  a  church  we  are  now  in  much 
stronger  position  than  we  were  when  Dr.  Thompson's  retirement  left 
us  without  a  pastor  in  1871.  All  that  is  needed  is  a  spirit  of  unity  and 
confidence  to  enable  us  with  our  unrivalled  central  location  to  more 
than  maintain  the  traditions  of  our  past.  Unfortunately  that  unity 
and  confidence  cannot  be  secured,  in  our  judgment,  under  the  pastoi- 
ate  of  Dr.  Stimson  ;  and,  therefore,  in  the  interests  of  the  church 
alone,  and  without  any  other,  or  personal,  motives  in  the  matter,  we 
would  advise  the  acceptance  by  the  church  of  Dr.  Stimson's  resigna- 
tion. 

Signed  by 


Wm.  H.  Thomson, 
Austin  Abbott, 
John  H.  Washburn, 
Henry  C.  Houghton,  f 
Henry  W.  Hubbard,  | 
Augustus  Gaylord,  J 


Cornelius  N.  Bliss,  ~) 

Caleb  B.  Knevals,  |  § 

Joel  E.  Fisher,  J>  § 

M.  C.  D.  Borden,  |  £ 

Irving  R.  Fisher,  J 


Wm.  Ives  Washburn,  Clerk. 
Nathaniel  C.  Fisher,  7'reas. 
Herbert  G.  Thomson,  Supt. 
Irving  C.  Gaylord,  Supi. 
Chas.  L.  Mead. 


